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But when Peter was come to Antioch, * x withſtood him 
to the face, becauſe he was to be blamed, GAL. 2. 11 
God forbid that I fhould muftify you > zill 1 die 1 wilt 


* 
© * 


not remove my integrity from me. JOB 27. 5. 
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4 am extremely ſorry ihat I ſhould, _ 
be compelled to appeal again to the Meihodiſt connexion ani 
others, in defence of my -charater,/” Bat as This is a , 1 
owe to them and to myſelf, I cannot neglect it, wiihaut acting 
contraty te thoſe principles of juſtice and uprightnels, which 

1 have conſtantly % Me. 
II is the opitaon of many of our moſſ fenfible friends, that 

a full confutation in writing of what I have publiſhed, wonld 

have been a-thoaſand times more ſatisfactof̃y to our people, 


1 than the ſteps which have beea takzn, to bring me into can» © 
25 dem tation. Meſſcs. Beuſon, Mather, Pawſon, and Co- 
2 ther, publiſhed their ſentiments in reply to the Newcaftle ad- 
BM dreſs. If tue ten Preacher: who wrote the letter (Which I 

2 call the London Methodithical bull: and which Eanſwered 
25 in print ſoon after it wa; written.) to t he Chairman of the 
x4 Newcallle diſtrict, to have me immadiately-tried, had united 
beit influence in anſwering the arg nas Tad charges I 

3 have produced in my Progteſs of Liberty, the peop e would 

. have been able to judge, of the merit of my cauſes 


After I had been tried three days in Newcaflle, the 


charges drawn up againſt me, were of ſuch a nature, that the 


Preachers did not think it prudent 10 ſuſpend me from miniſ- 
ering the word on account of them. Out of reſpect to them, 
and 10 convince the connexion at large that I was not ſtub- 


born, I yielded to their intreaties, and forbore to publiſh my 
__ #vimadverſions an their charges, for three months, But 
when I Was calle 1 a ſecond time to their bar and found them 


determined to paſs no ſentence, but to refer my caſe to the 


conference, 1 refuſed to be ſilent any longer, 


The account which I have publiſhed of my trial at both 


the diſtriet meetings is before our people : and the greateſt 
part of thoſe who have peruſed my remarks, conſider them 


an ample reply to every charge brought againſt mo. 


The live pemphlet called an appeal to the Alnwick So- 
cicty, was uccaſioned by the ſteps which a few individuals 


took, both to injure my character, and to prevent my return 


o that circuit. And the * Snort Remarks“ which I pub- | 


uſhed at Not. ingham, in my way to the conference, were oc- 
calioned by a Pamphlet, figned in behalf of the diſtrict meet- 
ing, animadverting upon my flatemeut of our allowance, 
The former of theſe is noticed in the trial, but the latter is 
not. | me. | | T 

There are two things, which I beg the candid reader se- 
ziouſlywro conſider. 1. In all the pamphlets I have publiſhed. 
this yea, 1 have one object in view, That is, to ſhow, that 
our people labour under an oppreſſive ſyſtem of cules of dif. 
cipline, which does not admit of their having any ſhare in the 
government of the connexion, but by the good will of an aſ- 
 fillant; and this is not of necellity in him, but of choice. This 
is the objett of my attack throughout the whole. And where 
I] have introduced tbe charatters of different individuals, it 
has been with no other intention, than to place in. a ſtrong 
point of view, the neceſſity of a reform in our conſtitution. 
If this be kept in mind. every impartial reader will obſerve 
the deſign of my writing, and be able to form a proper judg- 
nent of the ſteps whieh I have taken in this matter. 2. It 
appears to me, that thoſe Preachers who had the manage- 


ment ot my trial, determined to keep my deſign out of fight, 


(which was a general reform) and to accuſe me upon de. 
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tached and trivial parts of my writing. They were con- 


{ciovs, if the end I aimed at was always kept in view, the 
charges brought againſt me would be of little or no Import- 
ance: but if this could be hid, and lutle things magnified 
into crimes, my condemnation and expulſion might be ob- 
tained, This method was invariably purſued, which exatt- 
ly anſwered the purpoſes intended. Perhaps three out of 
four of the Preachers did not perceive it, and therefore voted 
for my expulſion. I cannot for a moment imagine, that two 
thirds of the conference would have riſen up agaipſt me, had 
they carefully dillinguiſhed between the two ſubjefts I bave 
juit named, I auribute my fate to the influencs of about a 
dozen Preachers, who probably had laid their plan before 
they met in London, and might ripen it on the memorable 
day, that their brethren ſpent in faſting and prayer, while 
they were drawing, ep a liſt of charges againſt, me, As this 
{mall number engroſs almoſt all the converſation of the con- 
ference, and tranſa&t. all its affairs, 1. do not wonder, that 
they ſhould draw many into their meaſures, by the art and 
eloquence they caa make uſe of on {ſuch occaſious. When 
the reſt ofthe brethrer have time to reflett, Lam apprehen- 
five, they will chearfuily own, that they had not properly 
conlidered the ſubjett; and were they to be called upon a ſe- 
cond time to ſanction a meaſure of this nature, they wapld 
by no means help init. Theſe brethren, if I am not greatly. 
iniftaken, will be more ready, when better. informed, to vote 
for my reuwrn, than they have been for my expulſion. 

1 ſhall conclude this Advertiſement by. obierving, the rea-- 
der muſt not forget, that I was called to the bar of the confer- 
ence without tnelealt knowledge of the charges they meant to 
prefer againſt mz, Aud nen they read, what theycalled char- 
ges, I was required to anſwer immediately, and could not ob- 
tain libeiy to examine them alone, and -prepare my defence, 
Without a ſingle advocate I was obliged to give extemporary 
anſwers to any queltions they were pleaſed to aſk, or to be 
reproached for refuſing... Aud it oft@g happened, that five 
or {ix perſons were ſpeaking at once, Can it be ſuppoled, 
Lat in a ſituation fo extremely trying, that I ſhould always 
be ready to defend my ſeit to advautage? Can it be imag- 
1nd, that I ſhould never be contfuled, ina mzcting of this na- 

| Os ture? 


„ 


ture 5 Won i ot have been 2 great miracle to have made 


| the beſt of my cauſe in that ſtate? And yet, moſt of the 
[| particulars that are found in this Pamphlet, were brought for- a 
[| ward at the time of my trial. When they are properly con- 

= fidered, the reader will be able to judge, how far the confer. 


ence had a right to declare, that 1 was not able to ſubſtanti- 
ate a ſingle charge.” | : 
[| | I have only to add here, that I have been obliged to wait 
| 2 | ien days for their accout of the trial. On the day of my 
; expulſion, I intreated them to give me a copy of the particu- 
lars, but they refuſed. I have fought for a copy repeated]y 
ſince, but was not allowed to obtain my requeſt till it was 
publicly fold laſt night at the Book Room. Had I been. fa- 
voured with it ſooner, my anfwer, as well as theirs, would 
have been circulating through the nation at this tine. Per- 
taps this delay, which I conld not avoid, will. be over-ruled 
for good, Becauſe if I am not greatly miſtaken, the p.Jages 
they have quoted from my pamphlets, will in generel carry 
ſuch convitt:on to he minds of our leading friends, that they 
will perceive at once, the nature of my «Hence, and the real 
cauſe of my being ſo publicly expelled from the,.connex10n, 
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tary were choſen, on the firſt day of the conferenc r. 
Mather, with the permiſſion of the Preachers, aſked ve- 
ral queſtions; which, together with the anſwers I returned, 
1 * inſerted in a, ſuitable place in this Pamphlet. On 
Tueſday morning, after I had given in a written anſwer io 
the queſtions propoſed, the liſt of charges, which a committee 
of the Preachers had drawn up the day before, was read in 
the public conference, I particularly intreated the brethren 
to favour me with that liſt, but they refuſed, and only allow- 
ed me to take a copy of it, the laſt day I flood at their bar, 
On our return from breakfaſt, I again requelted.a copy of 
the charges they meant to prefer againſt me, with time to 
make my defence. To have a rial a Jury of reſpeQable 
Friends. Aud to have ii pablic for We ſociety in the News. 
Chapel, that they might judge of the merits of my cauſe, 
But all theſe requelts were rejected by the conference, To 
ſhew that J had a. right to ſuch a trial, T rea] the following, 
| pt: 5 11 
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emphatical words, written a few years ago, by Dr. Coke, 


on the ſtate of Dewſbury Preaching Houſe, bt! 5 
„ Has not every man, when accuſed, a right to an tmpare 
tial trial? And can that trial be impartial when the fame 
s perſons are Accuſers, Jury, Judges, and Executioners ? 
& Can any proceſs be more abſurd, more inconſiſtent with 


ee the eſſence of Juſtice, than this? And can it be ſuppoſed 


te that it ever could enter into the mind of ſo wife a man as 
Mr. Weſley, to accede io a propoſal ſo contrary to every 


idea of law and equity? — Let us, then, again reſume the 
de conſideration of that important hinge, on which the argu = 


6 ment chiefly uirns.— Is it equitable, in this oc any ceſe of 


a judicial nature, that the ſame, perſons ſhould be Accuſlers, 
„ Jury, Judges, and Executioners ? For this is the very 
c power which the Truſtees require! ! And which the 
Preachers now plead for x my caſe, under the title of trial 
by our Peers | | 5 

& I have peruſed books on the laws of nations, on the civil 
& and municipal laws of many countries, on the ecclefiattical 
ee laws of many chucches, but never met with ſuch an inflance 
& of bare-faced tyranvy and 10ullice as this requiſitioo im- 
6 plies, except in the hiſtories of the Popiſb Inquiſition, 
66 
cc 


« Ohe any other man or number of men, to ſubmit to ſuch 


' $1yrenny? Is it poſſible that t here can be many. in this tole- 


& rating, improved age, Who, on a full view of the ſubject, 
* will juſtify any attempt chat can be made to eſtabhih ſuch 
e | | Po Pp 
On this paſſage I ſhall juſt remark, 1. The Dr. declares 
that every man has a righc io an zmparttal trial, when accuſ- 
ed. 2. Thai his Acculers ouzhi by no means to compole 
the Jury, and be both his Judges and Executioners. g. It 
is inconſilleut with the eſſence of Juſtice. 4. It is conirary 
o every idea of law 5 5, It is abſurd, 6. Ir is bare- 
faced tyranny and injaffice. 7. No laws civil, municipal, or 
ecclefialtical require it; except the Popiſh Inquiſition, 8. 
The God of Juilice daes tot require fubinthon to ſuch a de- 


mand. 9. No man or Humber ot men, has a Tight to oblige 


any perlon to ſubmit to ſuch tyranny, 10. The Dr. ſuppoſes, 


it 


d dan the God of Jullice require fubmiſhon to ſuch a 
nd? Or bas any man upon-earth a juſt auttority to 
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„ 
it could never enier into the heart of ſuch a wiſe. man as Mr. 
Weſley, io accede 10 a propoſal fo contrary to every idea of 
la w and equity. 11. Lallly, there are but few in this tole- 
rating age, that will jutlify any attempt to eſtabliſh ſuch a 
law. No :00ner, however, had I fhinijhed reading this ex- 
cellent paſſage, Nangbe conference immediately became my 
Accuſers, Jury, Judges, aud in due time, my Executioners. 
Tell it not in Gach! publiſn it not in Aſhkelon, leſt che 
daughters of the Philiſtines ſhould rejoice! _ | 

The firſt thing that refleAs on my conduR in their account, 
is found in the 4 h. page. The conference firſl flood to de- 
clare, ** We engage to follow ſlrictly the plan, which Mr. 
Weſley left us at his death.“ And as an explanation, they 
ſtood up again to teſtify that the were unanimouſly deter- 
mined to abide by the large minutes of the conference, in 
every thing which re{petts dodrine and diſcipline contained 
therein,” And then one of che Brethren obſerved, © after 
6 thefe minutes were paſſed, tha: Mr. Kilbam by landing | 
up to them, as a fign of his aſſent, did thereby recant all his 
6 Jate publications,” Mr, Kilham replied, that he agreed 
* to the preceding minute, as far as it was agreeable to the 
6 ſcriptures,” 2 25 | n 

In regard to the firſt particular, after I had ſtood yp{the 
allowed me to explain. In a Pamphlet I publiſhed laſt ys 
ſigned. Paul and Silas, I have fſhoway that the plan 
Weſley leſe us at his death, required us to follow the open} 
of Providence. And I declated to the conference, by ſta 
ing up then, it was to ſhew my williogneſs to follow a plan, 
that admitted of our treading in the footfleps of divine Pro- 
videuce. dts e | Eo rs TT a ent >... 
Beſore we ſtood up a ſecond time, one of the Preachers 
declared, it was not ſuppoſed that a man ſhould agree to every 
thing in the minutes. And the only proſeſſed deſign of my 
ſtanding up io them was, as I afferted, and as they have pub- 
iſhed : that I agreed to the minutes, as far as they are con- 
ſiltent with the ſcriptures. A great deal, was Taid to perſuade 
me to promiſe that I would conform to them, without putting 
in any conditions, When Mr. Benſon preſſed me to do it, 
begged him tov remember what he had pubiiſhed on this 
iead, That is, that © No creeds, coufeſh ons of faith, or ar- 
ticles 
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articles of rel: gan, are farther to be regarded than they can 


be proved by the ſcrip:ures, the only rule and the ſufficient 
rule of both faich and prattice. And with regard to thzs, 


every 1adividual maſt examine and judge for himſelf; call- 
ing no man, let his abilities or integriry be what they may, 
Maſter, or Father, on earth, and crediting to man's dotirine 
farther than it is, in his judgment, proved from ſeripture; 
in his judgment, 1 ſay, for as every man mutt ge ve an ace 
count of himſelf to God, ſo muſt every one judge for him- 
ſelf,” Mr. Benſon's anſwer to Dr. Tatham. | 
Mr. Benſon ſeemed a good deal confuſed, white I referred 
to this paſſage, Yet he attempted to prove, that every Me- 
thodiſt Preacher ought to engage to ſubmit to the minutes 
without any condition b*ing' expreſſed, While I was re- 
minding Mr, Benſon of his own words, Mr. Bradbyrn smil- 
ed and ſat down. Perhaps he thought I ſhould bs quoting 
a few paſſages from his excellent Sermon on Equality,” The 
ſubje& was immediately changed, and other things oceupied 
our attention! ee e 


They ſay “ Mr, Kilham chen obſerved, that he ſaw only 


1 ſome little things in the large minutes, which he did not 


approve of.” I told the conference, in regird to preaching, 
rayer meetings, claſſes and bands, love-fealls &c. I only 
ſome litele things which I did not approve of.“ But 

n Mr., Thompſon declared the word ee included 


whole economy of Methodiſm, as it referred: 10 Leaders, 


Sie wards, local Preachers, bringiog out perſons to travel &c. 


I told him and all the Preachers, that if every thing of this 
nature were implied in the expcetſion, I ſaw many things which 
J could not be reconciled io; and begged they would inſert 
in the trial, chat I would only ſubmit to che minutes, as {ar 
as I believed them to bs conſiſtent with the word of God, 
If the conference believe every ching contained in the large 
minutes to be agreeable to the ſcriptures, what is the reaſon 
that ſo many things which they require are negleA:d, and 
other things ſubmitted to, that are contrary to their exprels 


meaning? The large minutes require © that no Preacheſ 


touch drams or ſnuff on any account.“ Tuat they are not te 
give * ickers to any that wear calaſhzs, high heads, ot 
enormous bonngte. That they are not to affect the. gen 

| tlemian.“ 
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1 185 5 : 
N gentleman,“ nor take any ſtep towards marriage without 
„ coyſulting their brethren,” Chuſe the plaireſt texts you 
3 


1, can take care not to ramble, but kee p to your text, and 
make out what you take in hand. — Print nothing without my 
& approbation.— Do you eat no fle ſh ſuppers? no late ſuppers? 


Do you drink water? How eften' do yon drink wine and 


why ale? Build no Preaching Houſe where the ground will per- 
any mit, but in the oftagon form.“ Theſe and a great number 


of prudential rules, appointed by Mr. Wefley trom the beſt 
of motivee, we ought to conform to, as far as the bible te- 
quiress But would it not have been «exceedingly fooliſh, 
or me to have declared that I believe the ſcriptures require 
theſe things exaGily as they are expieſſed ? And was there any 


f hing evil in my ſaying, I will conform to the minutes as far 
nu bey are agreeable tothe word of Gd 
185 Theſe preliminaries being ſeuled, the conference came to 
pied heir firſt charge. Bu they have modified it, liace it 


ent to the preſs, It didſland at the time of my trial 
hus He ee the Preachers with want of abiluies 
or the work they have undertaken,” Since the ſen- 
ence was paſſed, they now declare, Mr. Kilham' has 


"=, advanced, that many of the local and travelling Preachs. 
2 ers Want abilities for the work, in which they ag 
Aged engaged.“ See Progreſs of Liberty, page the goth.  ** Als 
3 „ there not many local, not to ſay travelling Preachers, ho 
&c cannot Explain to the ſausfation of ny ſenſibie christian, 
f this a number of doftrines, w hich are eſſential to our ſalva- 


ich tion,” After Mr, Bradburn had read this paſſage, he ſo- 
1 zmnly declared, he did not know, (Is this declaration accocd- 


—_ ig to what ke has formerly uſed on the ſame ſubje& ?) ei. 
8 F cr a travelling or local Preacher, but what could explain 

or doctrines to the ſatisfaQtion of our people. a 
large I would aſk my readers, is chis a charge againſt the Preach- 


1 os 2 large, as men wanting in abilities for their work? And 
ha Nl any perſon deelare, who knows our connexion, and is 


exprel pable of judging, that there are no local nor travelling 
eacl"Wcachers that cannot explain our dodrines to the ſatisfatiion 
not four people ? Will not thouſands, on hearing the queſtion, 
m_ ready to anſwer in the affirmative, fiom their n certain 

go 5 


nowledge of ſome local and travelling Preachers ? After 
| I 
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tion ſuch a crime, that my expulſion can unly atone for it? 


1 tage. [Their quotation begins here.] We deteſt the con- 
i dutt of perſecuting Neros, and all the bloody adtions of 


| Etread in their ſteps, [Their quotation ends here; but it 1s 


UE) Hh 
I heard Mr, Bradburn make uſe of ſuch expr-ffions, would 
wentionng.names have availed any thing ? Is there any quib« 
ble in my telling the conference it is a queſtion, and intreating 
them to anſwer ii? Would it not be conſidered as an inſult 
to the good ſenſe of our people, to anſwer, what is ſelf evi- 
dent to thouſands of them? And is my propofing this quel- 


In examining their ſecond charge, I ſhallÞeg leave io quote 
ſome of the paſſages they refer to, with the words immedi- 
ately connefied with them. They ſey, Mr. Kilham has 
charged the Preachers with being guilty of ſpiritual tyranny,” 
Progreſs of | Liberty page 19. If they had quoted the 
whoie paragravh, my ſenimems would have been ſeen at 
once. Thele are my words, © Is it not amazingly ſtrange, 
& that any ſect or party ſhould refuſe to give to their bre- 
** thren, what the laws of our country ſo chearfully allow ? 
& Is it not crueltiv and perſecution io reſtrict one another, in 
* thoſe things which are not eſſential to the ſalvation of the 
* ſoul? Does not e-ery man that would force his brother o 
5 ſubmit to any modes of worſhip, againſt his own mind, a& 
** the part of a fpiritual tyrant, and lord it over God's heri- 


abe great whore of Babylon, and yet in our meaſure we 


added in the ſame paragraph] ** If a man of any ſett or party 
& ſhould force his creed of faith upon us, and conſtrain us to 
« worſhip in his way, contrary to our own wil, or prevent 
& us from worſhiping according to the convictions of our own 
« mind, he is a Nero to usa true ſon of the great whore 
& of Babylon.“ | 

Bull, page 24. The following words were added to 
a very emptatical paſſage, upon the rights of our people, 
taken out of Mr. Pawlon's Pampi let. He ſays, ** Brethret 
« for God's fake open your eyes in time before it be fo 


them 
* till th 
* once 

plan 
* ed; 

* of P. 


& ever ioo late, and endeavour to fee perſons and things under 
- 6 they really are, The Trullees [Here I add, and d name 
&« not many of the Preachers aliv?” ] want to bind you if. rights 
te chains of their own making. The Preachers wiſh to leaf i adn 


0 you at liberiy, as you ever have been, to follow the open: guard, 
ings, 


NS 
ld inge of divine providence, and on all occaſions to take 


1d s ſuch mealures as ſhall appear to you to be moſt for the 
glory of God.” Theſe are Mr. Pawſon's own words. 


mg In another part of that excellent pamplilet he ſays,” Re- 
= © member, O ye Methodiſts! that the reign of Popery is 
el. ** paſt and gone; let it never be reſtored among you, under 


1 any {ſhape or name. In the name of him that bought you 
vi his blood, maintain the rights and liberties of your own 


di- conſciences. Part of their charge in the 27th page of 


has che bull, contains obſetvations on this paſſage, They quote 


» WH theſe words, “ That the reign of popery is fully ended 


n at Ml © ſpecies of popery to keep our people ignorant of a number 
age, « of things which concern their nappineſs ? Here they 
bre ſtop— But the paragraph continues to aſk, © Is there no 
6 popery in the evils: I have repreſented in the pamphlet ? 
« Is there no popery in the famous bull, which our worthy 


the friend ſigned, 10 have me arreſled and caſt out of con- 
er io nexion, for enlarging upon the plan he laid down? Is 
„ akt there no popery in the mode of trying criminals among 
heri · “ us? Does not the inquiſition arreſt different perſons, and 
con · ' uy and execute them, without the knowledge, and againſt 
us off the content of thouſands of the people? The London 
e we bull claimed a right to have me brought before the bar 
t it i ot the a;ttrift meeting, not one in a thouland of our people 
party“ knowing any thing about it. My trial was to have been 
us tu by the preachers alone, without the people being allowed 
event] io hear what paſſed, or ſpeak a word on the occaſion, 
c 0wW1 They have power io accule, to produce evidence from 
whorefW®* (temſelves alone, to try, caſt, condemn, and ſuſpend me 


till the conference. If tins is not popery, what is? When 


ed to once the teign of popery is fully ended with us, then the 
eople r plan I have iuggeſted, or one ſimilar io it will be adopt- 
eth ren ed. Remember then, O ye Methodiſts! that if the reign 
be fo of Popery is really pall and gone, it is returving to you 
ngs 3 under a different ſhape, and with a new namF, Io the 
in 


name of him who bought you with his blood, maintain the 
rights and liberues of your own conſciences, by retnling 
* to admit it again into your contexion. M upon your 


you ö 
7 leav 
a open 

ings, f B you 


the! even among us, is a doubtful caſe with me, Is it not a 


* guard, and con ince four brethren and the world, that 


| RE in the brethcen, to chooſe a few detached expreſ- - 


With the merits of my cauſe, unleſs this method be purſued. 


Can it be ſuppoſed that a ſyſtem of this nature ſhould 


t ot bee a proved, and Mr, Kilham is conlequently culp# 6 10 


1 
4c y ou ate reſolved 10 follow the dofrine of this good man, & b 


* if you cannot follow his praftices !! _ 
I have given this paſſage as it ſtands in the Bull. Is ii . th 


ions in a paragraph to ſuit their purpoſe, when «hey are ;. F< 


convinced the whole of it, would make againſt them? 1 
quote many paſſages at conſiderable. length, becauſe very 
few of our friends have the pamphlets they are taken from; 
and molt of thoſe who read this trial, will be unacquainted 


The next paſſage they refer to is found in the 9'h page of 
the Trial, which I publiſhed after the ſecond diſtrict meeting, 
6 Is it polſible to torture the, words of this paſſage to imply, 
& that I have cruelly repreſented the body of Methodiſt 
& preachers to be ſpirituals tyrants, and ſons of the great 
& whore of Babylon? If in any thing we wiſh to force the 
t conſciences of our people, or with-hold any of their pri- 
6 vileges from them, ſo far as this is our conduti, we in 
«© ſome meaſure .unitate ſpiruual tyrants; and reſemble in 
*© ſome reſpect, the ſons of the great whore of Babylon,” 

Appeal to the Alnwick circuit, Page ad. No governs 
% ment under heaven, except abſolute monarclies, or the 
% papal hierarchy, is ſo deſpotie and: oppreſſive as ours is, 


never be abuſed to the reproach ef our connexion ? Does 
« it not open a way for deſigning men to act tyrannically 
& and diſhonelily ? Is it not calculated to create jealouſies 
e and diſtruſt in our leading men?” They flop here. But 
the paragraph concludes with theſe words. And if it be 
continued, will it not ſoon deſtroy itself? Is it not the 
& duty of every ſincere lover of Methodiſm to ſeek to have 
ce jt removed, and a better eſtabliſhed.“ 

On this ſecond charge, grounded on the places referred 
to in theſe quotations they obſerve, © Mr, Kilham refuſed 
5 to give us ſatisfattion, He ſaid, he had given an anſwer 
© in the written paper delivered into the conference, and 
„ rezd in the former meeting; and he obſerved, “ if that 
% does rot ſalisſy, I have nothing more to ſay.“ The un- 
© animous judgment of the conference. This allegation bas 0 


Joes 
cally 
uſies 
But 
it be 
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have 


rred 
uſed 
{wer 
and 
that 
un- 
has 
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e. 


«& ference deltred 


{#3 
© ble, The eonference then declared, that they had no 
«+ power, but what the Spirit and love of God, and love of 
5 the people, have given and cominued to them.“ 

In the fourth page we have theſe words. The con- 
r. Kilham to witadraw, till he ſhould 
« give in his anſwer to the above queſtions, On the next 
* morning he delivered in a written paper, which the con- 
te f-rence judged to be no anſwer at all, but merely a repeti- 
6 tion of what he had advanced before in his pampblets,” — _ 
It would have been generous in the conference to have pub- 
hihed this paper, then theic readers would have been able to 
judge, whether it was an “ anſwer at all” or not, As I 
referred them to this paper to exculpate myſelf from their 
ſecond charge, I ſhall inſert it here, that everv impartial in- 
quirer after trurh may determine, whether I am culpable on 
this head or not, | 2 
An anſwer to queſtions propoled by the conference, de- 
livered to the preachers, on the 27th July, 1796. | 

Queſtion. * Do you lupport the third paragraph, ia the 
firit page of that pamphlet | called An Appeal to the Metho- 
dift Societies in the Alnwick circuit, | which declares that 
©© there are ſeveral parts of cur plan, both unſcriptural and 
© oppreſſive to the people.“ | | 

Anſwer, According to my judgment, after all that 
Meffrs, Benfon, Mather, Pawſon, and Crowther have ſaid, , 
our people are © ruled without being conſnked ;*? as it re- 
fers to © the choice of their own ofhcers, the formation of 


their own laws, and the diſtribution of their own collec- 


tions.” What is mentioned in the ſecond page of that 
pamphlet, according to my views ot the ſubjett, is fair y de- 
c 8 * Y 
ducible from our preſent plan. 1, An alliſtant preacher 
* has power, with the help of a ſingle leader, to receive or 
6 exclude members to or tiom the fociety, without the know=- 
© ledge or conſent of the ptople. 2. He can alone, place 
or aiſplace leaders, flewards, or local preachers, 3. He 
* can of himſelf, without conſultibg any of the preachers | 
* that are travelling with him, recommend perſons,. and get 
* them placed among the travelling preachers, 4. He can 
* mike all the collections, ſuch as yearly, King's- wood 
* ichool, and preachers* fund, without being obliged to give 
CD B. 2. a lingle- 
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© a fingle individual! any account of what he has received, till 
be come to the conference, 5. The preachers in the con- 


| * ference make laws for the people without conſulting them, 
aud tranſact all the affairs of the connexion, without the 


people having a ſingle voice or repreſentative in the af- 
6 2 6. All the collections are diſburſed by the 
* preachers alone, and the expendituie is only publiſhed in 
* groſs ſums, which prevents the people from knowing how 


* the money is applied. This is the caſe with them all, 


© except the preachers' fund collection. 


+ After examining the ſubje& on every fide, I am 
obliged to own, that whatever reſpect is paid to general 
cuflom, our preſent plan of — admits of every 
thing I have named. Thoſe paſſages of ſcripture which in- 
form us that chriſtians are brethren—that miniſters are not 
lords over God's heritage, but enſamples io the flock—thar 


they are the ſervants of the people for Chriſt's ſake—accord- 


ing to my judgment, militate againſt our preſent plan. 
And, ut is my opinion, our Lord's words Do unto others, 
as ye would that they ſhould do unto you,“ are againlt our 
preſent mode uf government, Ads vi, 1-6. and the xv. 
22, 23. and the xvi. 2. With 1 Tim. iii. 10, according to 
the commentaries of Meſſrs, Poole, Henry, W's 2 
Weſley, &c. ** clearly prove, that the primitive chriſtians 
were virtually confulted in theſe things; and that miniſters 
in all ages ought to conſult their people in them,” Wherz 
preachers avail themſelves of the liberty our plan admits of, 
nd appoint leaders, {iewards, local preachers, &c. to their 
office, without conſulung either the people at large, or the 
preient leaders and ftewards, I think their conduct is un- 
icriptural: and as our ſyſtem of rules does not bind a 
preacher to conſult the people, whatever may be ſaid re- 


1pctting general cuttom, 1 conſider it in theſe tuings, as not 


jounded on the ſcriptures. . | 
++ It appears io me to be oppreſſive to the ſociety. Is it 
pot oppreilive to any body of people to have members re- 


ceived to, or excluded from them, without their Knowledge 


or conſent ? And mey not this be done among us by a 


ſingle preacher, in cenjunttion with a leader? It general 


cuitom were converted into poſitive law, this, perbap , 
| would 


— 


C T 


would not be the caſe, 2. Is it not oppreſſive to have 
leaders, ſtewards, and local preachers, appointed to their 


office by the [travelling] preachers alone, ſhould they avail 


themſelves the liberty our plan allows? General cuſtom will 
ad mit of this. 3. Is it not oppreſſive to have preachers ap- 
inted to travel, without their knowledge or conſent 7 
Was not this done laſt year in ſeveral inſtances Does not 
general cuſtom admit of it? 4. Have not the conference: 
power to form and execute what laws they pleaſe for the 
people, without conſulting them 3 and is not this oppreſſive ? 
| Have not the preachers power to receive and diſburſe 
collettions of themlelves, and is there no oppreſſion in this?” 
When any perſons are told; if they. do not approve of a 
diſcipline that admits of ſuch things, they may leave us; 
is there nothing oppreſhve in the i of eher leaving the 
people they fincerely love, or of ſubmicting to ſeveral things 
which are grievous to them, according to their preſent 
vie vs of our economy ?˙ | | | 
Queſlion. Do you intend to ſupport the 2d paragraph. 
« ot the 2d page of chat pamphlet © declaring that no go- 
« vernment under heaven, except abſolute monorchnes, or 
„the papal hierarchy, are ſo deſpvtic and oppreſhve as: 
& our's is.“ N | 
Auſwer. Theſe words are connefied with the fix parti- 
culars- I haze quoted above: and they. refer entirely to our 
plan of diſeipline. I do not mean by theſe expreffions, 1. 
That the Methodift preachers are like the rulers of abſolute 
monarchics and the papal hierarehy, as it refers to their life 
and converſation. 2. Nor that they have intentions to en- 


| fie ard opprels their followers, as thole governments do. 


3. Nor dv I man, that, bad they equal civil power with 
mem, that they would uſe it in che ſame way. 8 
& It I underſtand abſolute monarchies and the papal: hier- 
archy, our guy- ryinent bears ſome reſemblance to them, in 
the following particuiarz.. 1. The rulers in them have power: 
to make laws, for themſel-es or the people, withouw: their 
knowledge or conſent. 2, They can abrogate, alter, or 
ſuipend aws at their pleaſure, without conſul:ing the. 
people, g. I 1-y.can create new offices and places of them- 
ſelves. 4, It they conſult with their people, they have: 


B 3 power 


. 12 J 
power to aft independently of them. 5. They can prevent 
the people by their repreſentatives, from having any acceſs 


to their councils, or grand aſſemblies. 6. They can levy 
taxes and expend the — without being accountable to 
h 


any for their conduct. 7. 
and keep the people ignorant ot many things, which are of 
great importance to them. 8. They can arraign, accuſe, try, 
calt, condemn, as well as execute any of their brethren in 
office, without the interference of the people. 9. They can 


force the inhabitants to ſubmit to their rules, or leave the 


county, and ſeek refuge in other nations.“ 


% Now I aſk, do we not, in ſome meaſure, reſemble 


them in theſe particulars ? Cannot we make laws for our- 
ſelves and our followers, without their having a fingle te- 
preſentative in our, conferences? Cannot we eee alter, 
or ſuſpend our laws, at our pleaſure, witheut conſulting the 
different ſocieties? Cannot we ele& and appoint new of- 
cers in our connexion? And, were we diſpoſed to do 1, 
could we not make new places for new orders of officers ? 
If we conſult with our people, have we not a pewer to att 
0%. ge nag ot them, in a number of things? Cannot we 
prevent the leadeis, or any repreſentatives of the people, 
from having acceſs. to our diſtritt meetings, and to the con- 
ference? Cannot we appoint collections and diſburſe the 
morty, Without conſulung our followers, or giving them 
an account in detail, of what we receive and dilſribute ? 
Cannot we, in a great meaſure, prevent free inquiry, and 
in conſequence of this, keep our people ignorant of many 
things, which concern their welfare? Have we not power 
to arraign, accuſe, try, call, condemn, and execute judg- 
ment upon each other, without the interference of the ſo. 
cieties? Cannot we compel the people to {ubmit to laws 
that are made by us alone every year, or force them to leave 
the connexion ? Viewing our plan of diſcipline, as 
bearing ſome re iemblance io theſe oppreflive gove oments, 
in this light, I was led to conclude the paragrap! alluded to 
by aſking, can it be ſuppoſed that a ſyſtem ut this natu ie, 
* wouid never be abuſed io ine reproach of our counexton? 
Does it not open a way for men to act tytannicelly and 
* dithoneſily? Is it not calculated to create jealouſies end 
| | | diſtrult 


ey can prevent ſree inquiry, 


& © 
© difiraſt in our jeading men ? And if it be continued; will 
it not ſoon deftroy itfelf ? Is it not, the duty of every. ſin- 
© cere lover of Methodiſm to ſeek to have it removed, and. 


© heiter eſtabliſhed p | | | | 
Qcftion. * Do you intend to ſupport the ſecond para- 


& oraph in the third page of that pamphlet, which declares,. 


& (that p ieſtcraßſt is the ſame in every let and party, It 
loves to deal with zgnorance and credulity, It abhors- 
te the light, and ever itrives io keep 1s votaries from free 


* enquiry *? And do you mean to ſupport this as our 
character, according to the implication of tha? para- 


“graph p“ | | 

Anſwer, ©* The words this queſtion refers to arg a 
general maxim, which I never thought of applying to the 
conference as it now ſtands. All I mean by it is this. If 
we as a bady of preachers eonform to maxims of this na- 


ture in any reſpec, ſo far as we att in conform'ty to them, 
lo far we are uuder the influence of principlzs that cannot be 


juſtified. Afier this declaration L would only aſk, have not 


ſeveral preachers ſuppreſſed different letters which have bcen- 


circulated, directed to the leaders and ilewards of ſeveral ſo- 
cieties,. ſince the death of Mr. Weſley? Has not a free 
circulation of my pampblets, the Newcaftle addreſs, &c. 
been preyented, among our people? Have not other pieces 
in oppoſition io them been fold publicly in many eircuiis 7 
Have not a variety oſ means been uſed to prevent our ſo- 
cieties from becoming acquainted wüh the ſubjecis which, 
now agitate us P. If theſe things have been manitelt} in any. 


put of our body, has not ſomething of prieſtcraft been 


connected wich them,“ This is the paper I pre ſented io 
the conference in aniwer to their que tions. And 1 now 
aſk the candid and imparual, is there no ſpiritual tyrann y 


among the methodills? Am I culpable for placing this ſub- 


Jett in a proper view betore the preachers ? It what U have 
laid, to prove our want af. a ieclormation on. tais head 
does not latisfy every. reaſonable mid, is it likely that 
I can.advance any thing tarcher to do it.? Is my. vitence to. 
great qu this ſecond enarge, thar nothing thort of expule 


lion, can. ſausfy, the connexion at. large, on my ac 
count ? | 


Befure 
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Biefſbre I diſmiſs this ſubject let me aſk, Does © the 

Spirit and love of God“ give the preachers all the power 
F have ſhown: they poſſeſs ? Has the love of the people 
given them this power? And is it evident that the Spirit 
and love of God, as well as the love of the people, con- 
t inde them in poſſeſſion of it? If this be an indiſputable 
fot}, then it would be finful to ſeek to regain the rights of 
the people. Bur if this be only a declaration made uſe of 
by the conference, for purpoſes beſt known to themſelves, 
ought we not carefully to examine its import, before we 
adopt it F | . | 

3 Charge. Mr, Kilham, has charged the preachers. 
© with 1immoralicy in the following particulars,” | 

1ſt Article. Thatthe preachers have impoſed upon the 
people in bringing out improper perſons from - ſclfiſh 
% motives.“ | | 

In the Progreſs of Liberty I have ſhown, that our pre- 
. fent mode of bringing out pecions to travel, admits of many. 
evils. And, that while the people are not allowed to have 
a voice in this matter, very improper perſons may be 
bronzit out every year. Upon our preſent ſyſtem, I ſup- 
poſed the following caſe, 5 

„I, as an aſſiſtant may wiſh to have the honour of 
“ ſending many labourers into the vineyard of Chriſt, and 
therefore, thruſt out, againſt the minds of the people, 
* ſuch men as are unfit for the york, to gratity my. vaui y. 
Or, I may like 10 Lunge at home „ita my family, when. 
6 I ought to go to diſag ree able, or diſtant places; and ap- 
% point a local preacher to ſupply tor me. He does it 
«&.chearfully, hoping one good turn will. make way for an- 
& Other. When he has hacked about for me throughout the 
& ye:r, as a reward for has ſervices, I get him a plzce 
* among he travelling preachers, without ſtooping to aſk. 
© at a quarterly meeting, whether he will be tuitable or 
& no: Or, I may ſee a man that has not attended well 
&* to his buſineſs, and is on the borders of being a bank- 
„ tupt, and not know what to turn his hand to, His pi- 
„ful flories may work on my paſſions, and without con- 
e ſulting with. the peopie in the circuit where I. labour, I 

| 66 may 


1.16 } 
© may get him accepted, both at the diftria mecting and 
at the conference.“ | | 
This cale is ſuppoſed in ſtrong terms, but every perſon 
acquainted with our affairs is conſcious, that our ſyſtem as 
it flood at the time of my writing that paragraph, admitted 
of an aſſiſtant preacher acting according to the letter of this 
paſſage. | 
After ſuppoſing the above caſe in the pamphlet, I aſk, 
Have noi thele methods been purſued to bring out 


5 preachers, even ſince the death of Mr. Well:y? And 


© has not the conference been deceived by ſome of its 
members, and accepted men to labour with us, that are ta 


this day @ dead weight to the connexion? A very great 


% majority of the preachers abhor ſuch a condutt, and are 

6 diſtreſſed when they hear of it.“ Wh 
At the time of my trial, I mentioned a yumber of perſons 

that had been brought out to travel with us ſince the death 


of Mr, Weſley, without the knowledge or conſent of the 


people. I offered, if they would ſuffer the minutes io be 
examined of the four laſt years, to produce a great number of 
names from them, to confirm what 1 had aſſerted, But 
they refuſed to enter into an examination of the minutes on 
this bead, Is there a leader or quarterly meeting in any 
particular circuit in the nation, that could not come forward 


and prove to the world what I have na ned? And are they 


no: conſcious that improper perſons have been brought out 
to treve] againſt the minds of the people p Lt the conference 
cell this evaſive reaſoning, will our ſocieties agree with 
them in ſuch a declaration ? And if they ſuppoſe me culpa- 
ble, becauſe I have ſhown to our friends what our ſy lem 


allous, will the different ſocieties join in my condemnation, * 


or conſider me their friend? If I made ule of very ſlrong 
expreſhons in my account of tae trial at the diſtrict meeting, 
It was with a deſign to engage tne-preachers and the people, 
to unite in eflabliſhing a plan by poſitive laws, that will 
not admit of any individual, bringing out improper perſons 
to travel with us. And I nave been informed, that the 
conference are refolved to accept of no perſon to travel in 
future, but ſuch as have been well recommended in quarter- 
ly and diltrict meetings, It thev have paſſed ſentence 
againſt 
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apainl} me for what I have ſaid on that head, I am happy 


to find, that they are diſpoſed to adopt the rule we plead 


for, If this appear inconſiſtent, it is not my place to at- 
rempt to reconcile their condemning and expelling me one 
day, and the next adopting the very plan I had recom- 
mended. : | 

2, Arricle, They ſay I have charged the preachers 
with having © only mock examinations of their eharacteis.“ 
They refer to the firlt ſentence in the paragraph, of th: g8 
page, of the Progreſs of Liberty. Our preſent mode of 


examining each others characters, only makes ſenfible_ 


&« people laugh at us.“ Here they ſtop. But it is added 
in the ſame paſſage. In a place remote from the cir- 
« cuits where we have taboured, when none are preſent but 
© oucſelves, it is gravily aſked, „Has any perſon any 
© thing againlt brothet K—?”? We cannot be ſuppoſed 
* to accule each other, unleſs it be for ſomething very im- 


© moral, Beſides the queſtion is a very ſuperficial exami- 


nation: it does not include what ouzht to be confidered 
ein calling over our names. Ougit we not to aſk, is 

te brocher K. pious in his converſation, and moral in his 
$ whole conduct ? Has he gifts that render him acceptable 
& and uſeful? Are there any ſouls awakened and converted 
& under his miniſtry ? Does ne preach inſtant in ſeaſon and 
& out of ſeaſon, drtivering his diſcourſes in ſuch a manner, 
& as to convince the people that he is in earnefl ? Does he 
regularly meet the ſocieties after preaching, and endeavour 
4 to follow peace With all men, and holineſs without which 
e no man {hall ſee the Lord ? Does he viſit the poor as well 
„as the rich, and ſeek in private to ſave ſouls? Does he 
attend carefully on the fk viſiting and relieving, ac- 
„ cording to the nature of his office? Does he riſe carly, 


% and either preach to the people, or purſue his Rudies 


& Or does he lounge away his mornings in bed, and ſpend 
56 a great part of the day in idleneſs? Is he an eternil 
& ſmoker, or does he abſtain from every thing that would 
- © render his company diſagreeable ? &c.“ —ls there any 
thing in this paſſage contrary to the goſpel of Chriſt, ot 
againſt the inierells of our people? Would not _ a 

„ mode 


C3 


mode of examination as 1s here recommended, be highly 
ad vaniageous to the connexion ? | 

To place the ſubject in a proper light I ſhall juſt obſerve, 
1, We have no rules that require the charatters of preachers 


to be examined in quarterly or difiritt meetings. 2. If this 


is attended to, it eis of choice, not of neceſſity, 3. In 
many Circuits no examination takes place in quarierly meet- 
ings, And in ſeveral diſti& meetings the cale has been the 
ſanie, 4. In every conference, there are many preachers 
preſent, that have traveiled in circuits, 60 or 100 miles 
aſunder, and cannot be able 10 judge upon each 
others condutt, 5. Notwithſtanding the people have no 
voice or . repreſentative in the conference, yet it is aſked, 
„has any perſon any thing againſt brother K—?” Can 
the preachers be proper perſons to bear teſtimony of their 
brethren's  condutt, when they have not ſeen each other 
ſince the laſt conference ? Is there no cahſe for the people 
to divert themſelves at our mode of examining each other P 


And had I not ſufficient reaſons for declaring, that all the 
examinations taken in the conference without the people's 
having a fingle voice by thcinfelves or their repreſentatives, 


were mock examinations ?“ 7 
was ready to prove to the conference, what they quoted 


from my former trial page 12. and 13. but they did not 


require it. Theſe are my words. In different citeuits 
© where I have been, many of our friends have conſidered 
ie this examination in no other light than a ſolemn farce, I 
* could name a circuit or two laſt year, where the preachers 
© had been at variance for ſeveral months before the con- 
*© ference, They mutually accuſed each other of different 


* things, which were contrary to their happineſs, and uſe- 


“ ſulneſs in the vineyard of Chriſt. But when their names 


| ® were called over in the conference, they had nothing 


* againſt each other, though no reconcihation had taken 
** place previous to their meeting in Mancheſter,” How 
could the preachers publiſh, that I “ refuſed io enter into 


any proof of this allegation, when I was ready to give 
them the names of the ſe preachers and the circuits where 


they had travelled? 
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Is not the following, a curious declaration? © The con- 
& ference have not only at all times received the written 
& and verbal teſtimony of our people concerning the preach- 
& ers, but have called upon them to bear their tejt\mony 
ce in every queſſ ion of this kind.“ If they bave received 
the © written teſtimony of the people,“ have they always 
attended to it? Were not “ teſtimonies of the people?” re- 
ſpetiing ſeveral preachers, deflroyed without examination, 


in the two firſt conferences after Mr, Weſley's death? 


W here are the people called upon to bear teliimony to the 
1 propoſed, reſpecting the preacher's characters P 


n the conference, where their names are called over, the 
people ate not preſent, and therefore cannot bear a verbal 


teſtimony for or againſt any preacher, 


3 Article; I am charged with having accuſed & the 


preachers” with waſting the public monev. They quoted 


paſſages from the 41. 48, and 54 pages of the Pregreſs of 
Liberty, Aud from the 42 pl ge of the Trial, upon this 
article, | TY 

This charge, I grounded upon the following words, 
quoted from the 13 page of my trial, © I will flate a few 
„ caſes, and then wpply them : and this ſhalfp be confined 
to the lf} conſerence. 1. A great number of preachers 
6 were preſent, that had no buſineſs to tranſect: who had 
* no right to be there by the rules of former conferences, 
6 », Several preachers left good horſes in their circuits and 
„went by the coach, that migbt have travelled at one fourth 
„of the expence, had tney gone on horſeback. g. Many 
5 rode in the inſide of coaches, who might have iravelled 
& for half the expence on the outfide. 4. Long removes 
5 of families, Only compare the minutes of the two laſt 
& years, and you will find many long removes. Several large 
„families removed to a great diflance Some one, ſome 
“ :wo, ſome three, and fome four hundred miles.“ 


The three firſt of theſe charges they paſſed over in ſileuce. 


They never called upon me to ſpeak a word upon aay of 
them, They were too ſelf-evident to require examination. 
Our people know them to be facts, which cannot be con- 
troverted, | 


1 
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Long removes of families, was the only ſubjett chat they 
conſidered, I admitted that ſeveral long removes might be 
neceſſary, in caſe of ficknels, and to ſupply particular cir- 
cuits with ſuitable preachers in critical cales. But I aſked 
what neceſſity there was of Meſſrs. Pawſon and Clark re- 
moving from Liverpool to London the year before? Of 
Mr, Warrick removing from London by land to Dundee? 
Mr. Stephenſon from Lancaſter io Aberdeen ? Mr. Candy 
and a large family from Lancaſter to'Newcaſlle-upon-Tyne? 
For Mr, Gaulter, with a wife and three children, from Alu- 
wick to Rochdale ? The latter aſſigned as a reaſon ſor his 


long remove, he had a mother above ſeventy years old, 


that he wiſhed to be nearer io. Can any perſon doubt of 
many of the removes I have mentioned being unneceſſary ? 
And will not our leaders and ſlewards acknowledge, that 
there is a great deal of money waſted every year, in the 
things IJ have named ? Had the conference, after eonſider- 
ing the inſtances I produced, a right to declare, that there 
was no more expence in them than was unavoidable 7“ 
Will the people juin them in their jndgment, that I was 
« highly criminal” for . declaring, that a deal of public 
money had been waſled every * our connexion, by the 
four things mentioned above? Is not the charge of waſt- 
g public money proved to a demonſtration, by the parti- 
culars alluded to ? Are the preachers juſtifiable then, in ſay» 
ing I could not make good one chaige, and tor expelling 
me from their body on that accoumt Fo Na 940 

4. Articles. I am charged with ſay ing, That the 
preachers have been guilty of ſwindling.“ They quoie 
paſſages from the 43, 44, and 45 pages of the Progreſs of 

aberty. And from the 15, 16, aud 17 pages of the Trial, 
o prove this charge. I toid ine preachers, that our plan 
was of ſuch a nate, that every albftant had power id con- 


ceal from the people what he. received in the colleions that 


are carried into the conference, and might ve diſhoneit if 
he pleaſed, -wuhout any perſon, having power io detett 
him: and that until we have a beuer plan eſtabliſhed, our 
friends cannot be ſatisfied. The. conference ate miſſaken 
hen they publiſh, that on the charge ot (winding * I. ondy 
meant wang of economy.“ 1 ſaid, the want of a bettet 
e --- Wo plan 
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Þlan of economy laid the foundation, and opened a way for 


deſigning perſons to aft contrary to the goſpel. I ſlill 


maintain, what I publiſhed in my former trial. Honelly 


never thrinks from reſponſibility, In many circuits where 
% have travelled, I heard the people declare, they had 
their tears reipetting ſome of our brethren with regard e 


their honeſty. And as they had an opportunity of con- 
„ cealing their affairs from the notice of leaders ani ſtewards, 


this led them to imagine, that they would not be exadl in 
e {ome caſes,” EI 


I afferted, that on our preſent plan, ſeveral W had 


ated out of .charafter. And that their condutt, if known 


to the leaders and ſtewards, would be conſidered by them as 


.down-1tght ſwindling, I {hall ſtate here, what I brought 
forward in the conference, and leave the reader to jud-e, 
how far the preachers had a right to publiſh, that I could 
not „ ſubilantiate a ſingle charge,” * | 


Jam ſorry that the conference ſhould in any reſpet}, ate 
tempt io juſlify the charatler of Mr. R. Upon this ſub- 
Jett I ſhall call the readers attention to the following par- 
Uculars, 1. Mr. R. came out at firſt to travel, againll the 
minds of a vaſt number of the people in the neighbourhood 
Where he lived. 2. He had not travelled long before the 
daughter of one of our preachers was with child by him. 


3. He was put out of connexion on that account, 4. He 


had not been expelled more than one or two years, beſore 
he was brought back to travel, againſt the remonſtrance of 
very many of the leading preachers. 5. There were many 


complaints brought agaivli him long before he was ſuſpend- 
ed a ſecond time, Yet by the influence of a few preachers 


be was continued, 6, He was particularly charged with 
extorting unreaſonable ſums of money from the people, for 
pills, and other medicines, 7. Yet he ſank into deb!, not 
by any particular afflictve providence, but rather through 
want of economy, 8. It he had been in debc by family 
afflictions, it was the duty. of the conference two years ago, 
to have made bim ſuitable allowance. But, by what I can 
learn, no particular application was made to ihe preachers, 
ſor any extra allowance. 9. He attually received money 
from the ei cuit to remoye him; and afterwards three 
guineas 


from the conference for the ſame purpoſe, but never return 
ed either of the {nms,—Fbe conference could not deny this 
parc of the charge. 10. He ſold his horſe in Neweaſtle;. 
without alhgaing to the friends” there, that family afflictions 
induced hun to do it.—Jn the contrary, one of my warmeſt 
antagoniſts declared, that he borrowed money to buy the horſe 
lometime before, and the perſon that lent it, would not let 
him paſs through Newcaſtle without having it returned. 11. 
Two reſpect able Preachers in the Newcaltie diſtriꝭ- meeting, 


gave us the account I publiſhed in my former trial, in as 


Hong words as I have made uſe of, —And if I milleok in a 
trivial cirenmſlaace, it was by their infor mation.— 12. It he 
did not demand a horſe, he knew the circuit ſo well, that. 
he mull be conſeious he could not do without one. 13. Af. 
ter his caſe had been conlideted in the Maucheller cor ters 
ence, and a number of Preachers pleaded for his expulſion, 


he was continued, and his name put down for many circuus, 


before he was fixed for Barnardeaſtle. 14. Whea the peo- 
ple in that place, who knew his character, heard of his ap- 
poimment, they ſeat a letter to the copference, declaring 
they. would not reer ive him. — The letter reached Manchſter 
when many of us had left the conference, and it was then 
that he was ſuſpended, The peop'e of Barnatacaſtle in et- 
fect ſuſpended him. 15. I did not know but he was ſent to 
that place by the conference, and rejected by the people, nll 
af er 1 had publiſhed that account, Avd my knowing he 
w.s ſuſpended by the influence of chat fociety, did not alter 
tne caſe in favour of the conference. 16. The perſon that 
wrote me the leiter which tne Preachers have publiſhed, is 
an avowed oppoſer of the meaſures I have taken: and every 
perſon capable of judging will be able io diſcern, now far 
this might influence him in writing. 17. I anſwered his lets 
ter by return of poſt, gave him up my authors of the account, 


and ne appeared fatisfied, as ſeveral friends in Ripon can 


tellify. The confcreuce ought to have publiſhed my aniwer 
with his letter, if they had been deſirous or ſtating the ſub - 
ject in a proper light before our people. If theſe things are 
pat together, I think no man will be bold enough to declare 
that there is nothing of ſwindling in this matter. If the car + 


cumſtance of the horſe be kept out of light, receiving money 
h C2 from 
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ſubſtantiate my charge, 


c 2 3 


from the conference, as well as from the circuit, for the ſame 
thing, and not returning either of the ſums, is-ſufficient io 
They ſay, Mr. Kilham was now called upon for another 
6 inſtance ; and he mentioned the, conduit of a reſpetted 
© brother, now in connexion, concerning a horſe, The con- 
< du of this brother, on this buſineſs, was minntely exam- 

© ined, and he was acquitted moſt honorably.“ ; 
I will ſtate this caſe as I gave it into the conference, and 


leave the people to judge how far he was © moſt honu- 


zably acquitted.” He ſold a horſe and a. ſaddle for about 
111, 195, od. juſt after the conference in 1791. After the 


conference in 1792, he gave for 4 mare, with à ſaddle and 


bridle, 151, 105. Od. But he confirained the circuit ſtewards 
10 advance the extra money, gl. 175. and of courſe the mare 


&. only coſt him 111. 135. In the next circuit where he 


travelled, after hard riding the mare was ſo lame, that he de- 
rermined to fell her, without waiting a ſufficient time, to ſee 
if relt would recover her, [The mare was recovercd in a 
ſew weeks after ſhe was ſold to ſuch a degree of firength, 
as to be capable of performing the jourmes of the circuit, 
The friend who bought her, when he fauna ſhe was with 
foal, would not part with her for twice the money he gave 
for her.] She was accordingly ſold for yl. At the next 
ee mee: ing, he invited his friends from various parts 


bor the circuit, and had a collettion made on the occaſion, o 


indemniſy himſelf. He told them he had given 141. for the 
mare, which induced them to ſubſcribe 7l. 75. to retund him. 
He alſo received 11, ts. for the ſame purpoſe from two 
{riends, Theſe lums added to what he ſold the mare for, 
make 151. 88; from which if we take 111, 135. the original 
jam, there remains a balance of gl. 135. in Mr, J 


$ 
hands; which he got by an unfair repreſentation of his caſe, 
I maintained in the conference, that this brother ought either 
to have told his friends of the gl, 17s. which he received 
from the ſtewards of the other circuit, or elſe to have ſent it 
to thoſe ſlewards again; und that his concealing it, was con- 
ſidered by many friends, as a ſpecies of ſwindling. 

Now I appeal to the candid and impartial, whether or not 
the eonference had a right to ſay that this brother was mol 

8 _ honorably 


| T 9g J 
honorably acquitted,” when they were poſitively informed, 
himſelf being preſent, that he had concealed the cireumſt an- 
ces of his having received the above mentioned ſum, and 
by that means cauſed his friends to believe he was a loſer of 
71, when in reality he had only loft gl. 158. | | 
They ſav, © Mr, Kilham was then called upon for a third 


& jn{tance, and he mentioned a noms who had been five 


6 yeare a zo tried before the conference, and being judged 
e cenſurable, was put back. on trial.?“ 
As they have not. invalidated this charge, but owned it, 
in ſaying he was cenſured and put back on trial,“ does not 
this prove even in the opinion ofthe conference, that I have 
ſubſtantiated one charge P- 5 
Tney ſay “ Further inſlanees were then demanded of Mr, 
*® Kilham ; but ne refuſed to bring any more charges, unleſs. 


he conterenee would indemnify.him in reſpect of the con- 


* fequences.“ 
So far from ahis being the caſe, I'defired them to read the 
charge bien I have publiſhed in the 1 7th page of wy former 
trial. One of them tead it immediately, Theſe are my 
words. ** The cry of leaving the t onnexton is made by ſe- 
% veral preachers, provided am continued, or the altera- 
* 1107s ate bro:ight about which we plead for. One of my 
bre hren moit fervent in zheſe eries, traveiled a few-years 
 Lg0 Ut ——— In ———. He intreated the ſtewards 
% &c, there io buy him a horſe, to [npply x few places they 
„% had to welk to in the netghbourkood., At length they 
* complied with nis requeſt.. He did not however keep the 
horte many months before he would ſci] him. And inſtead 
f relutuiuig ne money to the Rewards, he went off with 
!! When this account Was read, feveral perſons de- 
fired the name of the.preacter chat had been guilty of ſuch 
conduct. I told theconfe:ence Mr, Mat-. Lumb, who was 
then preſent, gave me tac perticulars, and he would teli them 


the P-eacher's name, But as they determined not io have 


the name trom um, Lretwlved not to give u up, .untels they- 


would indcminty me aguintt the coniequ»nces. 


Ferhaps ſome of my readers may «hk it {trange that I 
hold with io be indemniſied agaiuſt the coaſequences that 
Wignt tollows. It arvie trom {ns cucumilance, : I tecerved 
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two notes in ihe time of the trial from two of che Preachers, 


informing me that L was threatened with the ſpiritual court, 


if any thing was ſaid that could be laid hold of, They there- 


fore begged I would not give up wy names without indem- 


nifi catiou. I told the conference the cavſe—and they have 
publiſhed that he refuſed to bring any more charges, un- 
* leſs they would indemnify me in refpett to all conſequen - 
Te HY | h 5 
Now I appeal to everv unprejudiced reader, if the ace 
counts given above, do not prove beyond a doubt, that theſe 
men, whatever the conference may ſay to the contrery, take 
wg 4dvantaye of our imperfect ſyſtem, have been guilty of a 
ſpecics of {windling. Huw could the conference then pub- 
ih, that 1 would not “ ſubſlantiate one charge.“ when each 
of theſe accounts was brought before them and whben they 
.confeſſed I would bave brought other charges, if they would 
only have indemnified ue againſt the conſequences ? will 
the people declare, I have brought © charges wuthout proof,” 
ard therefor- am highly criminal ? or will they acknow- 
ledge, that the proofs 1 advanced were of touch a nature, 
that none could poiubly refili their evidence, unleſs they were 
determined to ſhut their eyes againſt the hght?—I told the 
conference, thai if they ſuppoſed theſe facts were no proof 
of the 4 h. article of their charge, when they were publiſhed, 
our people W uld be of a different judgment 
Under tais article, I am alſo charged with unfairly and 
unjufily obtaining a letter, intimacing ſome fears, refpetting 
ſome of the public money.“ This letter was written by Mr, 
Rodda to Mr. Mather. The lauer loft it out of his pocket 
in the Veliry room in Salford Chapel, When one of wy 
friends firſt looked into it, and ſaw the importance of the 
matter it contained, he thought it neceffary to fend the letter 


to me, that its cortenis might be confidered, and brought 
forward in my deſence. When Mr, Mather had informed 
the conference of the particulars reſpetting the loſs of the 


Jeter, 1 offered to give it up to the Prefident without reading 
it: bu: a great majority of the Preachers would have it read. 
The next day Mr. Mather requeſted the copy of that letter 


{I hau given him the original a few days before) which I 


nad then in in my poſſelhon, I gave it up freely, not ſup- 
ä | | poling 
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poſing they would bring forward any account of it in what 
they thould publiſh of the trial, Eſpecially, as thzy had ex- 
punged this ſrom the liſt of charges brought againſt me at 
the time ot my expulſion | . © 
The latter contained the following particulars. Mr. 
Rodda was (evere upou me in the firſt page, and quoted the 
words of Job on the occaſion. ** But now thoſe that are 
younger than I have me in deciſion - hoſe fathers I would 
have {corned to have ſet with the dogs of my flock.” 2. He 
told Me. Mather, feveral of the Preachers that ſigned the 
London bull have bern deeply impreſſed for ſom? time, with 
many tears leſt they ſhould toon have to take their farewell 
of Primitive Methodiſm, 3. He then aſked him in words 
to this effect. What would a K—— | that is a Kilbam] 
ſay if he knew that Dr, C-=—— and H. M took 
* eightcen guineas at a time out of the book money, againſt 
the conlent of the book committe, when they had been re- 
„ monſ{trated with by Mr, Creighton, Mr, Bradford, and 
** mylelf, at the time I was a member of that committee? 
Or of J. Rogers ſccreting the Jeed of the goods of the 
** hoale iu London, from the Gerilemen whote namcs were 
at 1? Or of ihe late pecujation in the Kingiwood mo- 
„ ney? 4. He ſays. if Mr. Mather had been at the helm. 
[ that is, if he had filled Mr. Weſley's place] be would not 
have ſuffered ſuch things to have palled unnoticed. 5. At 
the Mancheiler conference Mr. Matter was greatly diſpleaſ- 
ed, when he heard of the paper figned by 57 Preachers ;.re- 
queſting that all our laws might be made ſo explicit that none 
of them might be capable of a double meaning. Mr, Mm— 
roſe up declaring be wonld leave the conne ion. In tnis- 
letter, Mr. Rodda obſerves, The day. you ſtood upon 
* your feet in the ee _ did r. uſe them, in = h 
& quick or flow march, you might ſay in the evening. My 
" 2 loſt a day.“ Tal is. Mr. Mather lott A 
day when he did not divide the connection into two parts. 
6. Mr. R—— declares Methodiſm is near to its ** Ne plus 
ultra —is likely to be broken 1nto a-thouſand pieces, — &c. 
&c, In thc conference Dr. Coke and Mr. Henry Moore, 
explained their matter reſpetling the eighteen guineas. J. 
Rogers“ buſineſs was never examined The W 
; OY 
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# 
ix 
bi 
Tt 


the Kingſwood money was conſidered. 


L 26 J 


| It. ſuffered a loſs 
ot more than eighty/ pounds, in paſſing thro? two or three 
hands. It was alledged that the matter after it had been 
cere fully examined, could not be brought to any bearing, 
When I declared in the conference I was ** ſufficiently 
faified on the ſubjctt,“ it was before I had proper time to 
examine it. When that meeting was ended, I found many 
of the preachers were noc (atisfied. They, together wich 


ſevetal friends, brought forward circumſtances, which 


placed the ſubject in a different light, in. regard io the pecula- 
tion of the K ingswood money, The following were their 
obſervations. 1. As two: e down what was ſub. 
ſcribed for that coltection, and their accounts agreed, here 
coul] be no miſtake on their fide, 2. The perſons tkat re- 
ceived the money examined whit was. broaght from every: 
circuit ſeparatslv, and jaw that the ſum antwered to the ace. 
count, before they proceeded. 3, The accoun's and ' the 


money are compared in the conterence, and if there are 


miltakes. they are ſoon found out, 4. This money had not 
pall-d through many hands, before above eighiy pounds were 
wanting. 5. In the conference, the names of the preachers. 
whoſe hands it had. paſſed through were not mentioned: 
When theſe things are properly. werghed, is it polliole for 
any man to bec{atisfied P- 

Whea I ment ned thar this letter-had fallen providenti- 
ally into my haads, one of the old preachers ne it 
was a deviliſh. providence that brought it io me. And Mr, 
Bradburn told me, ve y thing thas had been alledged againſt 


me was tiifLng, in compariſon of. the manner L had purſued. 


to obtain this icitcre. | i 


5 Aiticies They fav, T have charged inem. wich. being 


4 guilty of | crimina} ] ſecrecy. in the tranſatting of cheir 
aftans,” They quote the folivwwg words from the 16 page 
of my Uriel, to prove this H rtion. | e 
„ Ina twere is ſecr-cy m ine diſburſement of our col- 
% letiions it notorious. They arc detailed this year more 
„than formerly; but the minutes do not give a fait ſtate- 
© ment of our expenditure, as Ihe endeavour to punt out. 
334.19 64. tor hckncls, belides what the circunt al- 
o apfcars do be au inctedible ſum. But the bo. fol- 


lowing 


——_ 
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« [owing ſums are much beneath par. Removal of families, 
« 1761, 28. Ex pence in travelling, 2861. 88. 8d. If che 
« book were fairly examined, where the monies ate detailed, 
6 if I am not greatly miſtaken, the two laſt: ſums would be 
e gear twice as much as thoſe I have put down from the 
«© minutes. For we frequently heard the preachers. who 
te have the chief management of your affairs declare, the ex- 


* pences of travelling and removing families, would be a 
5 thouſand pounds or more, for the laſt year. All our ex» 


% pendifure might be publiſhed in detail in four or five 
© pages more than they now fill up. This would lead the 


people to examine their different circuits, and prevent 
them from refleing upon us, as they do at the preſent. 
But while there is ſecreey upon the very face of our 


6. minutes, no ſenſible friend can be thoroughly ſatisfied,” 
W hen | called the attention of the preachers to the ſums 
that are named for travelling expences and removal of fami- 
lies, as being conſiderably beneath what was expended, ' not 
one of them denied it. They never attempted io ſhow that 
the removal of families and travelling expences, did not 
ammount to a thouſand pounds, though both ſums on the 
minutes are only 4621, 103, 8d. They never attempted to 
prove that 4641. 198. 6d. for ſickneſs, beſides what the 
circuits allow, is an incredible ſum. If rhe conference wouſd 
publiſh in detail, . the different ſums that have been paid in 
every conference ſince the death of Mr, Wefl:y, and let the 


ſte wards of the different circuits compare them with the fums 


they have advanced, then it would be known, how far 
criminal ſecrecy has been pradiſed among us. Till that 
is done, the people cannot properly judge how their money 
has been expended. And I call upon the conference to do 
it at once, it they wiſh to ſatisfy their friends, The paſſage 
they have quoted, and my declaration in the conference, 
bota agree, in ſhowing that in my opinion, our expenditure 

has not been ſufficiently detailed, | 7 
I would jult aſk here, do the people, or even the preach- 
ers know how much money the . room brings in ? This 
year, there are wate than 13000 ſets of magazines printed, 
which upon a moderate calculation, will at leaſt bring in 
20001. alter paying all the expence attending them, _ 
| | 0 
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do the people know what the book money is applied to? * bi 
Did the different ſocieties, or even the preach-rs ever know 1 1 
how much the London law. ſuit coll, When they had to pay th 
the expences on boch ſides ? Or have they ever been in- bo 
formed how this money was raiſed ? If cheſe affairs will bear a1 
the light, why are they not publiſhed ? Is not the charge of *'{y 
ſecrecy | the word criminal, they have added: it is not 0 
mine.] in our money matters founded upon ſuch fatts as * OL 
cannot be denied ? Is not this evident to every imparil. * m 
obſerver? Have I charged the preachers in this paſſage with * af 
Of aby thing farther, than a-want of publiſhing our expenditure m 
ol in detail, that the different ſocienes might be able to judge 3: 
| p how far their collections are properly applied? On this * a 
F head, had the conference a right unanimouſly. to- declare, * ſa, 
1 * that Mr. Kilham is highly criminal in bringing fo heavy * CC 
Wt *.and dreadtul a charge againſt the body ot preachers, and co 
1M & eſpecially againſt the ſenior brethren?” Where is the © as 
18 „ heavy and dreadful charge” found in what 1 have pub- 4 
1 liſhed? my charge reſpetis ſecrecy in the diſburſement of b. 
17 money. Tunis I have made out beyond contradiction in this O 
5 pamphlet. And am 1“ highly criminal'“ for aſſerung, 5. 
"UP What is {elf evident on this lubject? Would nothing ſhort & ca 
[ ai of my expulfion atone for it ? 3 5 0 „pa 
5 15 4 General charge. Mr. Kilbam has publiſhed in his * ad 
145 5 tratts, paragraphs highly derogatory to the charaQter of © {uj 
4 bh 6 Mr, Weſley.” | . | e thc 
fl — When a cauſe requires. an appeal tothe paſſions of a people, ** WC 
| BR inſtead of an appeal to their underſtanding and conſcience, * go! 
. | it will be hard io defend it, In the ſhort letter which the & inc 
4 conference circulated throughout England, after my ex- * the 
Jet pulſion, Mr. Wefl-y is brought in as ſuffering exceedingly i fer 
ant in his reputation, from what I have written. Senfible per- TI 
Kit 4 ſons. {ce through the veil, and molt of our friends, w ho al- light, 
7101 low. themſclves ume to think on the ſubject, will refuſe to be fallib 
: 1. caught in this gilded inare. | 2. 1 
. Let us examine the paſſages they bring forward, on which recen 
. 11 their charge is four ded. word 
5 | 1. Progreſs of Libcriy, page gg. While Mr. Weſley thing 
„ ( lived, be atted according to his owa will, 1a receiving Attend 
„ many to travel in our connexion. Many perſons were wore 
brought 


[29] 
% bronght from different circuits, by the influence of indi- 


„ viduals, who would never have been recommended by 
the people, where they have frequently preached. The 


© local preachers, the truſtees, leader and fiewards, were 


„amazed and grieved, at their having crept among us, in 
*{uch a dark unfair way.” 

2, Bull, page 4. For a number of vears, many of 
* our molt ſenſible and pious friends have complained of 
* many evils which are found among us. They thought, 
„after Mr, Weſley's death, we ſhould immediately re- 


„% move them.“ 


3. Trial, page 9. I offered to produce in the diſlrikt 


| 46 meeting, if they would allow me time, number of paſ- 


ſages from Mr. Weſl:y's notes and ſermons, (which are 


„ conſidered as the ſtandard of Mechodiſm) chat ate not 
t conliilent with the ſcriptures, and the dotirines we profeſs 
as a people to believe.“ 120 HEE 
4. Trial, page 32. It is an opinion with many, that 
' 41he people oight to have been put in polleſſion of their 
« own principles at the death of Mr. Weſley,” | 

Ze Appeal, Page 1, + When he (Mr, Weſley) Was 
& called o his reward, the preachers did not enter upon a 
1 particular examination of his plan, but took it up, and 
* adopted his laws and rules, as he Jefi them, It cannot be 
e ſuppoled that Mr, Weſley, who travelled baut four 
e thouſand iniles every year, and preached fo very often, 
% would cloſely attend to a well organized form of church 
government for his people afier his deceale, When 
tt individuals began to examine different paris of our plan, 
* they found ſeveral things in it both oppreffive and un- 
i ſcriptural.” | . 

The following remarks will place this ſubject in a proper 


light, 1. Mr. Weſley never profeſſed h mſelf io be in- 


fallible. He often declared, how frail and weak be was, 
2, He often called upon the people that heard him, not to 
receive even what he delivered, without examining it by tha 
word of God. g. As he wrote his ſermons and other 
things in haſte, we cannot ſuppoſe that be could lo liritily 
attend to every thing, as he would have done, had he had 


wore time, If paſſages may be found in his notes, w—_— 
| | | 0 
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and other writings, which cannot be reconciled to the ſerip- 


tres, this is what might be expected from a perſon in his 
ſituation, and what ſenſible readers will paſs over without cen» 
ſuring bis charafter. 4. He conſidered himſelf as the fa. 
ther of his people, and thought he had a right to make laws, 


and govern, as the head of our connexion, He ſaid the 


people would ſub mit to him, but they would not ſubmit to 


any perſon or perſons in the ſame way, 5. He was fre- 
quently impoſed upon, by different perſons, and was led to 
zccept of men to travel in the-connexion, which were a fe- 

roach to our cauſe. 6. In the latier part of his life, he 
employed a few perſons, which were like a privy council 


io him: from the year 1984, when the deed of declaration 


was made, appointing 100 preachers to be the conference, 
{> the time of his death, many rules and laws were wade, 
which cannot with propriety be imputed to him, They 
were the laws and rules of the preacbers that atted as a privy 


council, 7. The people in general, chearfully ſubmitied to 


government while he lived, but expected after his death, 
many alterations would take place in their favour. 8. 
Mr. Weſley never expetied that the ſocieties would ſub- 
mit to the preachers as they had done to him. What they 
with pleaſure conforined to under his government, when it 
was claimed by the conference as their right, without the 
conſent of the people, became of conſequence, unſeripturil 
and oppreſſive. 9. And for the preſeni Methodiſt pieach- 
ers to with to have the ſame dominion over the different fo- 
cieties that Mr, Weſley had, without their conſent, appears 
io me, exceedingly unjuſt, 10. Liefer the reader to the 
9. 10, 11, aud 12 pages of the Progieſs of Liberty, fot my 
account of Mr, Welley's charatter. I intreated the cen» 
ference io examine that account, and nv) take detached 


: Pens to make me guilty of a crime, which my ſoul ab- 


ois. But they knew too well, if that accounc of Mr. 
Weſley were examined by our people, it would entire 
d feat the end they had in view, in producing thele detached 
p ſſages, and calling them, when collected, a charge high- 
ly injurious to cur late venerable facher in the goſpel.” Ac- 
cordirg io my judgment, ali .hings confidered, even in the 
detached paragraphs ihey bave quoted, I have not * ſaid 
. any 


[231 J 


any thing derogatory to Mr, Weſley's charatter.” And I 
cannot ſuppole myſelf highly criminal,“ ſor what I have 
publiſhed of him. . t 9 1617» 1 jj 
5 e 0 Kitham is guiliy of indecent and 
flanderous language. Upon different parts of our economy, 
I have expreſſed rayſelf with a good deal of warmth, El- 
pecially in expoſing the ever to be deteſted rules of the 
preachers fund. Whoever examines that ſyſtem ef rules, 
which are replete with evil, and confiders how a great part 


of the money is raiſed, which is appropriated to ſuperannu- 


ated preachers and widows, accorging to the number of 
their years of travelling, and not according to their real 
wants, this will at leaſt-be ſome apology for my ſeverity of 
expreſhon on them, Eſpecially, when my readers ate in- 
formed, that, there are Goool. in hand belonging to the 
fund, This is lent to defray the debciencies of the yearly 
collection, &c.; but the-preachers are determined jo have 
it back, as ſoon as the book room or the yearly eollettion 
will refund it. It is conſidered as property belonging to the 


fond. But when ſeveral of the preachers are charged with 
' tt, they reply, they have nu ſuch ſum, and quiet their 


minds in refle&ing,” that it is either lent to the contingent 
fund, or to the book room, One of the preachets told me 
this conference, that the ſum belonging to that fund, ac- 
cording to what they had heard from their brethren that have 
the manageinent of it, when all 1s paid in that belongs to it, 
15 about boool, Whatever ſevere epithets 1 made uſe of 
in {peaking upon tlie rules of this fund, or any thing elle, 
I acknowl-dged they were not jullifiabe, confeſſed my 


torrow for them, and aſked the, preachers pardon. 


From dhe beginning of ine trial, I prote ſied againſt the 


court by which 1-was tried, At the ſame time 1 was ready 
10 Own, that according to its Naure.andiendenicy, ine con- 
terenee treated me with reſpett ; and that my trial was as lair 
as uch an inguiſit orial court would admit of. 


At 11 wulock on ine 27th of , July, 1 was. defircd to 


— 


rclite, till the evidence was jummed up againſt me. At hive 


o'cieck chat evening 1 was requeited to attend, that ſentence - 
night be palled. Mr, Taylor expreſſed a great deal of ſor- 
ww On account of ike painful work he had to accomphiſh. 

| FF Alter 


. 7 — 


' After he had info med me what had paſſed, and delivered 


_ confirm what he had pronounced againſt me in their name 
#1 | till ie next day. The following Appeal, which I publiſh- 
Wk, ed immediately after in London, will give the reader a 
418 | idea of the fleps which were taken the next day. 
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. DEAR BRETHREN, 


HA VINC been tried in two diftri meetings his year, 
and no ſentence paſſed in them againſt me, I Vas requeſted 


| j to attend the conference in London, hat I might undergo a 
| = new examination, and have judgment in flidted. After ap- 
14:18 peearing three days at the bar of the conference, my expul- 
1. ſion was fixed on yeſterday in the afternoon. That every 
14. thing might be done on my part which the ſcriptures require, 
$: 1 ſent the following letter to the preachers this morning, that 


they might ſeriouſly conſider the particulars it contains, 


16 bave only altered a few words, to make tt read better. 

E. 3 | | Ss 

4 | a „ A. R. 

145 5 
161 To 


the ſentence, the conference, on my reque ſling it, did not 


oY 


'To the Preſident of the Methodilt Coaference, 


5 


10 1605 . | | TS > | 
1 hope you vill be ſo kind as to read to the preachers the 
followiogihness 50 . i ale ipt ttt; 


When I was called to your bar on Monday morning, 
and received a number of queſtions in writing to anſwer, 1 
exceedingly: rejoiced; hoping that I ſhould have a fair. 
inal — But, on my cetürning a written anſwer. to thoſe 
queſtions, on Tueſday mocning, I foon percerved that a fair 
til could not be ob ained. You recollett 1 requeſted three 
things of yo¹. . To give me a hit of the charges which 
the commitiec of preachers had drawn up on Monday: 2. 
That I might be tried by a jury of the people: 38. Tua my 
ulal might be open to the friends, in the new chapel, Lhe . 
wo left requells you ſpurned with wariath. and refuſed to- 
grant me the former. It appeated extremely unceaſonable 
io me to be called io your 2 is anſwer charges, 'whica l 
had no previous knowledge: of, without having a fingl: 23. 
vocate among you to plead my cauie; but, as this was your 
will, I was vbliged to ſubmit, After you had ſpent thee 
whole of Tueſday: in bringing charges againſt me, debuting , 
upon them, and taking down ſhort notes of what paicd” 
upon each, 'I koped you would have chearfully given me a 
copy of the whole, when it was completed. Yeſterday. 
morniug I entreated you to give me a copy of the pirti- 
culars you. had drawn up the day before, and io allo me, 
4 few hours retirement, that I might give you a wruten 
anſwer to them; but this equitable requeſt you refuſed to 
comply with; and began immediately to read over the hilt a. 


| lecond ume, that new oblervations might be made upon 1. 


When you had finiſhed the ſecond reading, without giving 
me a copy of the improved liſt, you deſiced me io cetire, 
mat you might lum up the evidence and come to a conclu- 
lon, On tnat part of the trial which moſt concerned me, 
you would neither allow me to be preſent, nor to have an 
advocate in your aſſembly ; but made every preacher land 
up and pledge bimlelf before God, neither to tell me, nor 
ay other perſon without doors, what paſſed in the debates, 
ul the rellraint ſhould in ſome. futur: period be taken off. 
Dx"; . 
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From eleven o'clock in the morning till ſrue in the evening? 


you had this buſineſs entirely to yourſelves; at that hour I 
was called like a criminal to your bar, not to beer your de- 
baces, and the evidente ſummed up, but to receive ſentence 
of expulſion. When I heard you 
out allowing me to know what had paſſed in the debates, I 


could not help recolletting the exclimation I formerly: pub- 
liſhed: 


O, methodiſſical. juſtice to what region haſt thou 
Ned?“ &c. It was with:-difheulty 1 prevailed on you to 


read over thoſe: charges which you grounded my expulſion 


upon; and, when you put of: confirming: the ſentence till 
tour o'clock this: afternoon, you refuſed to-give me a copy 
of the particulars: you had colleed, with your remarks and 
reſolves upon them: I pledged! myſelf not to copy a line 


ot them, but to return ihe whole exactly as I receivechthem. 
I wanted them, that I might weigh each particular in my 


cloſet before God, and make every conceſſion I poſſibly 


could on my appearance at your bar this afternoon; but you 


determinately r-fuſed o comply with my requell. 


As far as you have convinced me that Ir nayeerred, ſo 


far I have frankly owned: wy oftence, and aſked your pat- 


acon, Two things, I have chearfully acknowledged: 1. 


That in my warthib I have made uſe of ſeveral expreſſions. 


bich cannot be jullified: 2. That a few. of the accounts 


J have publiſhed, refpetiing the perſons that receive from 
our funds, are not cot te- received them from very te- 
{pettable perions, who. in ſome. particulars: have been miſ- 
taken, and I promiſe: to make equal donceſſions on any 
other part of the charges, would you only produce evidence 


of my having acted contrary to the goſpel in them. God is 


my witneſs, I would a thouſand times rather do it, than 
abide under the influence of any. thing that is contrary to his 
will in this matter: but, as I cannot think it corfillent- wüh 


the religion of Jeſus, to make «a fezgned: con teſſion of having 


_ offended, without convittion, there fore, thould my life de- 


nd on it, I cannot go farther than I have propoſed. 
Ouly produce evidence of my guilt on any of the charges I 
have not acknowledged, and, if you require it, J will pub- 


| lickly aſk your pardon in the new chapel, If you will ſuf- 


ter your charges, after I have animadverted in writing upon 
= 5» them, 
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them, to be laid beforę a jury of the friends, chat ar: nv - 
in Loadvp (vou chuſing one half of the number, and I the 
other, ): their. determination ſhall be final. — If you refuſe. 
this propoſel, 1 have nothing farther io add upon the 
ſub ei, U ũ e FER. 
But I pirticularly requeſt that you will inform me in 
writing, when I appear at your. bar this aftetnoon, by what 
uw of the. hible—of juſtice —of the nation —or of confer + 
ence, you try and expel m:? Do you expel me in the firſt 
place, for immorality ? or, ſecondly, for yreaching erco- 
neous QoArines ? or, thirdly, for want of abilities tor the 
work I have engaged in? or, laſtly, for vant of diligence 
and faithfulneſs in the work ? If theſe things are not the 
cauſe, tell me honeftly when I appear betote you, == 
There are two things which will follow, my expulſion. . 
1. Irreparable injury to my charatter, throughout thele na- 
tions. 2. Conſidsrable loſs io myſelf or family. I have 
ſuoſcribed elzyen years to the preachers? fund; and, accord 
ing to it's rules, whocver you chuſe to expel loſes the ad - 
vantage of it,— Will. you abide by the conſequences of my 
expulbon?- If I. cannot have juilice done by ,you, cannot 
I bave_ it by patting my caute. into the hands of thoſe that « 
have it in their pawer to fee the injured righted ? Aud, 
ſhoul4 you go tv exiremities, my character aud property - 
way both bs ſzcured; by the liws of our land. 1 give yo 
tuis iriformatiun, that, you may fit dowu and cant he. colt, 
- before you. pronounce. the final ſeutence. | | 
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ſuade the people, where yon go, that I cannut. make. goud 
ay of the charges I have brought againlt.che perſons alluded ' 
o. Some of the pariiculars you have ſeietted from my 
peuphleis, and . call:d:;cbarges, are no charges; others are 
uuly made fuch, by yu inferences. If you will give me 


4 # <s 4&2 


diermme, whether you or I have the moll cauſe tv iriv npa, 
D 3 a 53x 208 


: 1+) 1. 


„ 
If you wilt ſuffer my reply io be circulated by the magazine, 
er as publicly as your remarks will be, and the people at 


large eonfider you to be vittorious, then make uſe of hat 


declarations you pleaſe on the ſubjett. To their bar let us 
mutually appeal. But till that is done, let me intreat you 
not to attempt to prepolſeſs their minds in your favour, leſt 
it ſhonld end contrary to your expettation. 775 
Earneſtly intreating the God of glory to direct. ybur ſte ps 
aright in this matter, I am, „ nn Wa toe” 
| Your affeQionate ſervant, 
Alx. KIL HAM. 


— 


Mood. ſtreet, 2 8k July, 1 796. 
At four o'clock, I appeared again at the bar of confer. 


ence. I requeſted to know what anſwers they dehigned to 


return io the queliions propofed, in the letter they received 
from me in the morning. The preſident informed me it had 
been read, but that the brethren did not think it required 


any anſwer, They refuſed to inform me by what law I am 


tried, caſl, condemned, and expelled: as alto, whether, or 
not, I am excluded for immortality —erroneous dotirines— 


u ant of abilities—or want of diligence and faithfaineſs in 
the work. The prefident. defired then to know, if I had 


ar y thing farther vo mention on the ſubjett, I told che 
conference that 1 had been this day for feveral hours in 


erem denominations, allembled together, as there were 


ae chapel, where I had feen nearly as many miniſters, of 


preachers in that houſe, all uniting' their icfluence to fend 


miſſionaries 16 the South-leu iſfands. I had ſeen five mi- 
niſters of different parties ucrting with one accord, while 
they fol-mnly tet apart ncar thirty m ſlionaries for that great 


and arduous undertaking : but now 1t is probable 1 am come 


into the comp:;y of a greater number of preachers, pro- 
felling the {awe religion, to ſee them expel one of their body, 
becaule ie has ventured io tell them the truth. When 1 
had finiſhed, the prefident, after ſpeaking 3 little, pronoun- 


ced the ſemerice, in words to ibis effect: Youg Me. Aſex. 


Kiltam, ate judged to be unworthy of a plica in this body; 


and, therefore, 1 now inform you, that you are no longer 


a member 


4 


1. 


e 4 Ie fs Se 
By | 
- 1 


a member of it, but are expelled from the connexion.” 
After two of them had prayed, they offerte d to return what 
I had ſubſeribed to the preachers fund: but I infor ned 
them, that I ſhoald' adviſe with my frien ls, before I Ive 
czived it; and, it was probable, I ſhould apply ſome other 
way for it, ” a Hl Es PRYe | © 2 
I have juſt feen a hand-bill now circulating, ſigned by the 
preſident and ſecretary of the conference, declaring, that I 
could not make good one of the charges I was called to 
ſubſtantiate 3 and, therefore, they nave expeiled me from 
the connexion, As none of the people were preſent at the 
trial, and the conferenc2 refuſed to let a jury examine the 
matter, every impartial inquicer after truth, will coahder ic 
his duty to ſuſpend his judgment on this ſubject, nll the ir 
account and mine are td berore the people. If I do not 
anſwer their declsrations, when they are allowed to be leen, 


to the ſatisfaction of the candid and unprejudiced,. I wall 


bear the blame for ever,” . oo 
Tae fame day they loſt no time, but had a ſholt letter 
prepared to circulaie through the nations, in caſe I did not 


make ſuitable acknowledgement of my oifences, and engage 


to renounce what 4 had publiſhed. Wnen 1 appeared at 
cheir bar and received the final ſentence of expulllon, the: 
preachers did it by their preſident with all the gloom and 
ſilence of an mquifition, Fo make my expulizon tccure, it 
was not only confirmed” by the preachers ftanding-up and 
unanimouſly agreeing to it, but every perſon was required 
to ſign a paper with his-@wa hand, of me Juftneſs and up- 
11g/ttneſs of their proceedings in that mater, he paper 
was taken to the communion tible, and laid on the piace 


where the memorials of the body and blood of Che iſt are - 


pteſemed e very labbath day, and Mr. Bricburn, [I cannot 
relate the iragical ſtory wienout weeping, } who had formers 
ly profeſſed himſelf'a friend io bert and the rigats of the 
people, Mr. Bradburn, I tayy flood by the rails ot the Loids 
table; like the governor of an inquifiion, to ice ches all 
his brethren ſigned. Here we f1:d, about 130 preacners of 
the yolpel of Chriſt, confirming che {ſentence vt condeinna- 
tion, in a way unheard of in (he records of metiiodi.m, if 
not in the records of eccichatiicalt lilkoiy, This is a fuke 

„ mocient, 
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fHeient proof, that the leading men in that proceſs, con- 


N 


ſidered what I had wriuen (to enlighten and ſave our people 


from many evils chat they groan beneath). as worſe than any. P 
crime. that had ever been examined in any former con- * 
10e ͤiĩðͥòͥV:dʒ He ont te. VVV at. 
The letier they. had prepared was inſtantly circulated. . wi 
That night it Was ſent off by poſt to many places. Aer ftr 
atacking the palſions of the people, by a new account of- 1h: 
ny having injured the charatter,of Mr; W cflev, they com- the 
plain of my behaving with, levity before them. Perhaps this the 
will not app-ar- in ſuch a deteſtable light, when my readers for 
are informed ol the cauſe of my ſmiling. Soon after my. ſel, 
examination was entered upon,, a dilpute took -place among * 

ny 


the preachers to know, whether I was tiying them or they. 
were trying me. Many arguments were brought forward ry 


to. prove that I was their judge and they. were criminals. be- thin 
fore me. After a long diſpute on the ſubject, a great ma- me 
jority of the conference determined the point, and ſolemnly. len 
declared, 1 was icying them. This was fo curious, wnen the! 
I was arraigned and brought from Alu wiek in Northumber- righ 
land, on purpole io be tried by them, that I could not help. my 
ſmiling, I told ſeveral of the preachers, if I were trying ang! 
them, they ought to let me f1: in the preſidenis' chair. The con 
diſpute was reſumed the next day. D., Coke could. not be ple ; 
reconciled, to the idea of my trying them, when it was to cou 
be printed, and the people knew. they had been trying me; ing 
therefore he alered the expreſſion, and called the paſſages E 
they had collected, cherges again me. A diſpute took place urge 
upon the ſubject, which continued for ſome time, and was with 
ſetiied on the following terms, They called part of the liſt I wi 
charges which I bad brought againli chem, and the othei part. wror 
charges „ hich they hed brought agatalt me. But, what. ſorro 
may appe r lingular to u any, out of, the three charges they T 
bruught glu we, only One Hands: that 15, the charge of, Preai 
making uſe of +, decent exp reſſfion, which hay nave owned, them 
I ackno ledged and fought then parton, for. They had 1. 
charged me wii! ignorance, impudence, and breach of truſt; 
and alſo with les —Sbu ele they wiltly expurged from - Y« 
their lil. Notwithſtanding te tecond aripuce n the tub-- to the 
lis e 


jeti, they have dropped the diſtinctiou in 4lc-accouni they 
„ | „ | 7 os 
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| have publiſhed. It ſeerns they were conſcious it wauld not 


hold good in the opinion of our people. Many: things haps. 
p ned in the courſe of the trial, to keep me above melancholy, 


When L told the Preachers that I was as happy as-a Prince 


at theii bar, and had neither fear nor ſorrow on account of 
what I had writrewin general, this was conſidered as a demons 
ſtrattve: proof of my want of piety, and I was | reproved . 


ſharply, for ite 1 ever declared to them; through: the; Whole of 


the trial, if they would convince: me I had acied contrary to 
the ſcriptures, then F would own my offences with ſorrow. be- 
fore them. But till chat was done, I ſhould not make my- 
ſelf unhappy in their preſence. Would it be poſſible io re- 


train from ſmiling, when above 100 Preachers of the Goſpel 


diſputed fowarmly with cach other, to know whether I was 


try ing chem; or they were trying me? Are there noi ſeveral 


things laughable in the charges they have brought againlt 
me? Andi was it not innocent tot be cheat ful in their pre- 
ſence, when Jas conſciou of no conſiderable offence that 
they could lay to my charge? On the other hand was it not 
right to be chearful when T was conſcious that the chief of 
my ſufferings were occaſioned by 2 few perſons, who were 


angry with me, becauſe L had ex poſed the corruptions of aur 


connexion to view, and had pleaded for the rights of the, peo». 
ple ? I did rejoice then, and do ſlill rejoice, that I am 4c 
counted worthy to ſuffer for the ſake of Jeſus, and in plead- 
ing the cauſe of his follo wers. 5 
Every day during the conference, ſeveral of the Preachers 
urged me to acknowledge my offences, and to return to them 
with ſuitable penitence; But: my conſtant an{wer was this, 
I wall chearfully confeſs any thing you {hall convince me is 
wrong. but I cannot play the hypocrite, and feign myſelf 
ſorrowful, when I feel a contrary principle in my haart. 


That nothing might be wanting on my part to meet the 


Preachers, as far as I could with a good conſcience, I wrote 
them the following letter, A e Tr # ogg | 
To Mr. Thomas Taylor, Preſident af the Conf rence. 
Dear Sir, London, Sth. Auguſt, 1796. 
You will greatly oblige me, by reading the following lines 
to the Preachers, and returning me their aniwer, as {oon as 


Ever 


11S convenient. 


eff B+. — 


IEF > 
bags A. 


Su A 
— Y « r S wy 3 
e. ——— Sas. * >» = = 22 r by EY 
= — et Set. - , "4 " = - N * 2 BY SL —_— = bs 
— A * 7 : Py - 3 -*. thy 
OY ; 23 . 5 


5 
9 
— 


— 


— rn 3 
8 5 
— 3 


1 


SPELLS 


ow 
2 wo 
*. — > RE £7 r 
— —— rs - 2 — 
* wy g»— * 2 3 2 < * * 


—— — ge 


> „ r 


ae ors — 
— ISS 


- 
. . N 
— — 
= Et 


* * „r ; 
a Ms — 2 r — 
ä hs = 3 _ — 
2 * {I'S bd 8 "#5 Ai. 
— 
* : a 


EY 
— * — 


— 


2 


WES 0, — " 
* " 1 I x 2 © 2 — 2 
hq r - * bly «Tf x0 - . 
* 827 2 5 
— 
N E 
OT — ꝙPq— — 
l * D 
| 


22 
— men 35m tm gn gr WE = 


— 
— — 
Dr 


— 


——— 
— — 
—_— — — 


—— = 
Ba 
. 


— 


4 „ 1 * 


£55 "iz an 
22 Dy To 


—— 
2 


AO a> > $5. 


= 7% 
.. 
r 2 SPED. 
3 - — 5 — < 


Eun Fx 
— 


wh 


„ 


— — Ip" ANITIN ” 
— — _ 2 
2 CESS "= 

LE Dart 


— — — 


„** M 4 
— — 


1 r 
: — — —————— 
— . Son 
Pe * ——ͤkœ— EC 1 — — 
. A — — — * 4 1 


{ n , © og 


L 4 1 


Ever ſince I came out to travel, I never had the leaſt de- 


fire to leave the connexion, but wiſhed tofpend and be ſpent, 
in the work of the 'miniftiy, Tae circuits where I have 


travelled can bear witneſs, that I have no: only. endeavoured 
to preach according to the regular plan, but to publiſh the 


good tidings of falvation, in many new place. 
When I heard that my pamphlets had given great offence 


to many of th Preachers, and that my expilſion was deem 


ed neceſſary ou that account, many can teltify, that I always 
declared, ſhould that be the caſe, I had ho intention of at-. 


tempting to head a pariy, or joining immediately, any com- 


munity of Diffenters, It his been my fixed opinion tor 
ſeveral months, aud continues the ſame this moment, that the 


Preachers will in due ume be convinced, chat I am neither 
a ſecret vor an open enemy tothe cauſe of mechodiſm. If 


I have ati:d contrary to the views of many, it has been 


from convidtion of the importance of te fleps which I have 


taten. And if I have erred, 11 has been with a defegn to 


ſerve the connexionat large, - I have weighed all the charges 
brought againſt me with. the greateſt attention; and lefl my 


own heart mould deceive me, I have aſked counſel of le · 
veral very refpettable friends : but after all, I canuot, wün- 
out ſacriticing my on principles; make any other acknow- 


ledgemenis than I have aheady made to you in the confer. 
ence, and in writing. If I had different views, yon may 


depend on it, I would chearfully ſubmit to their iufluence. 
It is probabſe, before another conference return, our views 
then unite 


with thankfulneſs, to build the temple of ths Lord toge- 


on theſe ſubjetis may be the ſame, We may 


n | 


You alledge nothing againſt my moral charaRter ; yet you 


have caſt me off, after allowing me one day to conſider upon 
che ſubjett, BY 3 1 Gabby £5 £6) 
My dear Wife chearfully ſold her furniture, and parted 


with her houſe and friends, to be my companion in the work. 


of the Lord. She has received no quarterage, tbe eight 
years we have been married. Every perſon acquainted with 
tier, knows her value, and the care ſhz has taken tw make 
Methodiſn reſpettable, by her particular attention to do 


ine ll ic aflaics, Tne day before we parted, by 3 fall 


from 


$ 


But what J pri 


10 
from a horſe, ſhe frained her foot, and has been | incapable 
uf walking ever fince,; Her confinement; together with her 
exerciſes of mind, have brought a return of her nervous diſ- 
order, whieh at preſent threatens her life. And yet you 
have pot only caſl me off, but her alſo. In her preſent at- 
flicted ſtate, ſhe has not a place provided by you, where to 
lay her head. Nor have you made 'me an offer ot any help, 
1 returning the money I have ſubſeribed to the 
und) till I can get into a fituation to provide for my family. 
though I have been attempting to ſerve the connexion with 
all my heart, in near twelve of the beſt years of my life. Does 
not common juſtice require that you ſhould make ſome pro- 


viſion for me, till 1 can get into à place wheremy wants may 


be luppliedp For, though my dear wife has a {mall fortune, 


yet ſhe has an ipfirm mothet to help, and ii will be impoſlible 


to avoid having recourſe to the princip-1 in her preſent diſ- 
treſs except help be adminitered from ſame quarter, At 
preſent. we are quite unfixed about out future abode, The 
Lord can dirett our ſteps, where we ſhall have our wants 
amply ſupplied. | | „ „ ater bg 
incipally deſire yon to eonſider is this. If it 
were poſſible, 1 could wiſh to preach as much this year, as I 
have done in any former. But it is probable, this cannot be 
allowed. I ſhould, however, wiſh wo ſpend every: Sabbath, 
in publiſhing the Goſpel of the grace of God. -I am deter- 
minediiſtill to conſider myſelf a Methodift Preacher, and am 
reſolved by the grace of God, for this year, io ſhew to the 
connexion at large, that I have flill the intereſts of Metho- 


— 


* On meeting the committee of preachers, I begged to know, if 
they deſigned to afford me any help, till I could meet with a 
ſuitable fituation, They informed me my caſe ſhould be confi- 
dered in the conference : but when Mr, Suter returned the money 
had ſubſcribed toward the fund, he ſaid the conference would nor 
allow me any thing extra, Without alledgingany thing againſt my 
moral character without giving me time to provide for myſelf and 
family—they have not only expelled we from the connexion, * 
caſt me off without a {aithing, ot allowing me to have a right to 
the benefits of the fund, though I have ſubicribed ſo many years to 
it: and now that it is worth 6000l. To the God of Juſtice I com- 
mend my cauſe, not in the leaſt doubting but he will engage in 


my behalf, and grant me the defire of my heart, | | | 
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ſett or party of diflenters, but con 


ſoon lee themin prog 


Mr. Kilham. Sir, 
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diſm at heart. Ia conſequence of this (unleſs ſomething 
very particular happen to altar my een 1 ſhall join no 

| ider myfelf the friend of 

ll. Do you my dear brethren, by expelling me from a- 
-mong yourſelves, exclude me alſo from having a place among 
the local preachers'? If this be the caſo, do you alſo expel 
me from the {ociety ? Or do you admit me to be a member 
of you community. and @ local preacher P I ſhall wait your 


auſwer to this letter with a degree of anxieiy, as a great 


deal depends on it to me and my familv. 
Praying that God may direct you in all things, 
I, remain, your affettionare ſer ram, 
„„ „ RN. RILHAM, 
P. S. As you have printed vour Account of the Trial 
Heveral days ſince, I particularly requeſt you to favour me 
with a copy of u. This requeſt you might have granted 
as ſoon as it was printed, had you confidered, that you 
re fuſed to give me a copy of the particulars of the Trial 
on the day of my expulſion, under the idea that I ſhould 


4 . | 
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received the following ſhort letter. 
London, ' Auguſt 8. 1796. 
I am ordered by the Conference to intorin you, that, 
our letter was read his afternvou, in a full meeting. 
I e ate concerned that your wife; or yourſelf ſhould fut- 
fer any thidg, eſpecially, as we confider your {ufferings as 
the effett of your impruden ee. N 
It you! v iſhed your leuei to be unerſſood as an ack- 
nowledgement of your fault, and as a flep toward any 
further explanation, a few of the Preachers ſlratl be au- 


The next day 


thorized to meet and converſe with you. 2 

5 I am, Sir, On behalf of the Confe:ence, 
1375 T4 Vour's S. BRADBURN, 

Iufead of this being any anſwer to my letter, it evades 

entering upon any particuſats in ii. From the beginning 

I have offered io acknowledge any fault they could prove 

me guiliy of, But no perſon can, jultly imagine, that 


meet the letier icſeried : io, as à eonle hon of any thing 


further than is declared in it. That my mind uughi be 
fully krown io the conference, 1 ſent them the following 
levier, a fe w hours after I had received theirs. 
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To Mr. Taylor, Prefident of the C8nference, 
DEAR SIR, - London, Aug. 6, 1796, 


I have juſt received Mr, Bradburn's letter, written in 
behalf of the conference, and intreat you to read to the 
preachers the following lines. 

As far as I am convinced of erring, ſo far I am willin 
to own my offence. . God is my witneſs I would ſacrifice 
every thing that the Lord Jeſus requires, to give you the 
ri- ht hand of fellow ſhip.— I will not take up much of your 
lime in giving my ſentiments freely on the ſubject. 

According io my views, our people are prevemed from 
having a ſintable ſhare in our government, I wrote the 
Progreſs of Liberty to attack what I thought wrong in our 
ſyſtem a+ it referred to rules and laws of diſcipline, I cans 
rot, after mature deliberation, ſuppoſe, that what I have 


publiſhed injures the character of Mr, Wefley—the charac 


icrs of the preachers in gent ral, or of any reſpettable indi- 
viduals, On the contraty, I think I have treated Mr, 


Weſley's memorv with reſpect; and have ſhown that a 


majority of the conference abhor the evils complained of, 
But if the preachers in general ſuppoſe themſelves injured 
by what I have publiſhed, I am ſorry for it, and ſol-muly 
declare, it was never my intention to injure any of chem. 
It any of our fikends or others have drawn wrong inferences 
from what I have written, and are led to brand the preachers 
in general, as a {ct of deſigning wicked men, I deteſt their 
inferences, ard declare, nothing could be more foreigu to 


my delign. If you add to what I have now named, the 


acknowledgement J have made of unjuſtifiable expreſſions, 
in ſome paris of my pampblets, I think you cannot juſt] 
ſuppole, I had any thoughis of injuring the charatters of the 
Preachers, | 

If this acknowledgement be ſufficient to ſarisfy the con- 
ference, I will engage to conform to the rules f cur body 
in ev ery th:ng, as {ar as I am convinced they ere agreeable 
to the ſcriptures of truth, If you admit me again to my place 
in he connexion, 1 fuppole the preachers will have no ab- 
jettion to my conforming to general cultom, in the following 
perticulars. | ; 
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1. If I haveamembers to receive or exclude, to or fiom 
the ſociety, I Ihall beg leave never to do it, without the 
concurrence of the leaders. 2. Neither te appoint nor 
change leaders or flewards, but as it is mutually agreed upon 
in the leaders meeting, g. Nor to give plans to any local 
prezchers, till thor caſe be confidered in the leaders“ aud 
quarterly meeting. 4. That no perſons ſhall be propoſed 
to travel by me, but ſuch as are spproved by a majority of 
the bretbren, in leaders and quarterly meetings. 5. That 1 
have the privilege of making no collections but what are 
mutually agreed upor, with the leaders, &. And that 
I be allowed to take notes of what I receive in any place, 
where the people may ſulpett wy integrity. 

It what I have now ſaid be1a.isfafiory, I ſhall be thankful 
(with or witheut a friend) at any hour motl convenient for 
you this afternoon, to meet a commiitee of the preachers, 


I am, your affeftionate ſervant, 


A. KILHAM, 


As I heard nothing from them on Saturday, I wrote the 
ſellou ing note on Sunday evening. 


To Mr. Taylor, Preſident of the Conference. 
DEAR IR, i ondon. 7th aug. 1796. 
If the conference think ii unneceſſaty to antwer the leder 
u hich 1 wrote yeflerday, I ſhall be glad io have an anſwer 


to that which you te cem ed on Fridey, as ſoon as pe ſſible. 


I :m a good deal jurprized, ihet you ſhoula continue to 


ol th 


with-boid trom me, a copy of ite perticulars of my trial, 
as they vere drayn up at the time of my expalſion. I 
again mireat, that I may have an exatt copy of hem vith- 
out delay, Your keeping tkem ftiom me, cannct in ihe 
end anſu er ary good purpoſe. 5 

Pleaſe to read this rote 10 the preschers When you meet 
in the morning, 

1 am, your affetlionate ſervant, 


A. KILHAM, 


O 
Thos 
Moo 
he 
Caimne 
alone 
confe 

acif 


cond 
diſap 
coulc 
ſo av 
as r. 
if 4 
year 
cul. 
ants. 
ſeif t 
and ( 
do th 
I to! 
writt 
I cn, 
accy 
ihe 
azalt 
abu 


toa 


tO In 
it w 
miſ 
ever 
rules 
had 
] to 
40 b 
acki 
Os; 


be f 


4 
if 6 
E 
- 
. 
iP 4 
of 


e On the Sch ia the evening, Meſſrs. Mather, Thompſon, 
r Thos, Taylor, Fawſon, Beufon, Bradford, Bradburn, and 
n Moore, were appointed by the conference to meet me, 
al WW When I requeſted to know, whether I was to attend the 
d committee alone, or with a friend, Mr. Mather anſwered, 
d alone. After prayer the commiite informed me, that the 
f WW conference was determined ſtiialy to adhere to the rules of 
I I pacitication, No perſon ſhould be allowed to violate any 


e ot them, without being called ;minediately to anſwer for bis 
it conduct. 2. They informed me, that as individuals, they 
„ diſapproved of many things in thoſe rules, as much as [ 

could do. Yet notwithſtanding their private judgment was 
l BY fo averle to many things in them, they ſubmitted to them 
r WW as rules of pacification. - 3. They gave me to undecſland, 


YJ if I cre back I {hould not be an aſliltane preacher this 
year: a naiural conſequence of which would be, thoſe rules 
J cull ud have fo much wil ence upon me, as upon alltit- 
. © ants. 4. They then wiſhed to know, it I would bind my- 
= ſelf to ſuvant (o them according to the Ineral, grammatical, 
and every ſenſe of them. Mr. Moore hinted, I could not 
do this, without recanting what I had writtegyagainll them. 
I to!d the committee I ſhould never recant what I had 
written, becauſe my opinion was the {ame reſpecting them, 
I enyag-d to conform to them, as far as I believed they were 
accorying to the (criptures, but this would not ſatisfy, 5. 
EJ They allo required, if I ſubmitted, that I ſhould not ſpeak 
- WJ azamit thoſe rules, if I heard any perſpn talking ever ſo 
Aj ablurdly upon them. Nor was I to wrue againſt them even 
to a friend in private, if he advanced any thing contrary 
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f to my ſentimeuis upon them. I told the committee at once, 
it was in vain to attempt to bind me to ſuch an avjedt ſuò- 
: miſſion. I ſhould never agree to it on any account whate 
| ever, 6, Mr, Bradburn thea ſaid, as ſubmiſlion to the 
rules of paeification was the leaſt of many things wh'ch they 
˖ had to propoſe to me, it was unneceflary to proceed, 7. 


I told them it appeared very ſingular, that they ſhould with 
do bind me to choice rules without any condition, when they 
acknowledged, that they did not approve of them in their 
0/1; judgment: eſpecially as they h.nted that they were to 
be fixed and cllabliſhed forever. Several of them begged I 
E 2 would 


— — | 


in the book room. 


1 


would be cautious what I publiſhed on this head. Meſſcs. 
Mather and Bradburm explained, but they b?ought the ſub- 
j & to the ſame point. That is, that in their private judg- 
ment they did not by any means approve of many of thoſe 
rules, yet they ſubmitted to them, and were determined 
neither to ſpeak nor att againſt them. And as it was not 
likely the people would ever be agreed upon them, they 
conſented to be ſubjeQ to them as long as they lived, Mr. 
Henry Moore, to extricate himſelf from an appearance of 
duplicity on this head, declared, he believed them ro be 
exatily according to the ſcriptures, and ſubmitted to them 
on that account, wich all his heart. 8. Two of the com- 
mitte prayed : we ſhook -hagis and parted, wiſhing each 
other well, | ED 

Before we left the room, I again intreated them to give 
me a copy of the trial, but they would not acknowledge 
that they had ſeen it, or knew any thing when it woull 
come out. In leſs than an hour after however, I went and 
got one from Mr. Whiifield, who was publicly ſelling them 

I ſhall make a few remarks, and then conclude, 

1. The preachers throughout the trial, carefully ayoided 
attacking my principles. Though they threw gut many 
hints of the abſurdity of many things contained in the out- 
lines of a conſiitution, yet they never attempted to confute 
them. Some of the preachers have declared, that many of 
ie regulations we recommended, ate adopted, as we ſhall 
fee to our comfort, when the minutes ate publiſhed, 

2. If every thing I have been tried about had been found 
falle, this would not have invalidated what has been ad- 
vanced, upon the neeelliy of a beuer conſtitutiou being 
eſlabliſhed among us. | 

1 am ſorry that I ſhould have been compelled to enter ſo 
largely upon a jultification of my conduct in this pamphlet. 
Bec auſe, while our obtervations prove, that on the preleat 
ſyſtem, abules may be given place to every day, aud the 
party offending be able, either io conceal his conduet from 
the notice of ine people, or have. recourſe to mears which 


will prevent a fat tal, this proves the neceſſiiy of a bctetr 


plau. And had there been no ipſtances of any preachers 
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© abuſing our preſent rules, this would got have invalidated * 
© what we have advanced on the ſubjett- The reader ſhould 
| particularly obſerve, that while a plan exilts, whicn may 
be abuſed dy a number of pzrfons in a variety of inſtaaces 
every year, and thoſe thai” are the molt guilty, have the 
art of concealing their conduct in miny iaftances from che 
notice of the people, this is ſufficient of itſelf to prove, that 
a reſorm is wanting among us, In my trial, the preachers * 
never attempted to prove that our preſeut plan does not ad- 
mit of the abuſes I have publiſhed. Iaſtead of the conſer- 
ence attemp.ing to. prove that our preſent rules are good, 
and admit of no abuſes, they entered inio a minute examina. - 
tion of the fatts I produced; and trove to invalidate them. 
This put me in mind of our Lord's words —W here he 
ſpeaks of rithing mint, annice, and cummin, and negletting 
the weightier matters of the law. The weighter mauers of 
our coanexion at the time of my nial, were the rules that 
admit of abules: of abuſes that may eſcape the notice of 
the moſt vigilant obſerver : eſpecially in money matters. 
Theſe ought to have been carefully examined and altered. 
The leſſer matters were, examining trivial circumſtauces in 
the eu idence which I produced, and endeavouring to mag- 
aify them into crimes againſt me. If thefe ought to have 
been noticed, ſurely the other ought not'to have been over= 
looked, If I had not, however, made good the facti which 
were produced to prove thut our ſy lem is imperfect, many 
would have been, led from che object of diſpute, and have 
rn ;mpoled upon by arguments drawn from my dileace on 
this head. | | 
But, in my judgment, every thing that is worthy of the 
name of a charge, in the accoun the conference has publiſn- 
ed, is ſobſtanttated in theſe pages, beyond the polhibility of 
confatation. Ifta hat I have advauced 3s not a ſufficieut 
pioof io every claſs of readers, let them only converſe free - 
ly with Truſtees, Leaders, and the Stewards of our circuits 
and ſocieties, as well as with many private members, and 
they will hear their teſlimony on this head. Let them alk 
tie brethren, Have you ever known, members received to 
or expelled from the ſociety, wuhout the knowledge or con- 
teat of the people ? Do you recoliect any Leadeis, Stewards, 
E 3 oc 
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or Local Preachers, that have been appointed to, or removed 
from their office by the Preachers alone? Are there any lo- 
cal, not to {ay travelling Preachers, that you are acquainted 
with, who have not abilities for their work? Did you ever 
know any perſon taken to travel without the people being. 
conſulted, who would have been oppoſed on every hand, had 
they known? Has en alliltaci Preacher power to make col- WW 
lettions, and be accountable to no perſon, till he come to the | 
conference? If he be not an honeſt man, has he any oppor- 
tunity of giving in only part of what he has received withour WWE 
at y perſon being able to detect him? Have you known any 
inſtarces of perſons receiving from the conference and from 
the circuits ſuch ſums as would be cunhdered a ſpecies of WE 
ſwindling, were they examined? Or do you ſuppole, if he ME 
conference books, where all the monies art deial d, were to 
be compared with the ci cui bouks, very many in arces of Wt 
this nature would appear? Hae you ever iren any thin, like | 
iwindbog in the change of hof ſes, &c? Do you tnink tere WE 
are any lung urneccellary removes of families 5 or ita! p be Wt 
lic money s wakes w any reſpect ? &c. & —Pr. poſe We 
theie quelkions in large towns, and you wil nec with an- 
{wers that v;/1iiringly corroburate what 1 have witten on 
the ſub: ct. j cc6::1d pu bizſh maiy Liu 5 tG Corbrin what = 
is du ended ir my defence in theſe Pages, bu 1 c.oolie at * 
preicti., rar ol before the people whit I brougint for- 
Wald iv Ls cON2. cn tat trey miy judge. hoy far mne 
Pie chere rad a iy at 10 put lh through ihele nanwns, that WE 
I coils ko: tf ut ftantiate che charge which 1 had brougt.t WES 
ava! Ri.” | 5 Wh is 
3. Eren ww pain] reader will be convinced, that had % 
My «uſe bien ts Day as th ire cis have reprerented It to, 
bi eulen nenen (lh M dom % have Gied me by a, 
Jury OT le Ce i, store tie LUCY ; and Ucn, hed 1 Dec ny 25 
fourd gilt c a nd nave bean blazeleis. Bat ever 
of ine lee s e, iv could on do 10S without mak ns 
a hen ove [ 111 K 11 ii be EY O PO ©, „Ccerdisg 0 IN 
the ichen. v © d (ne Ce, that the regie part of my ge 
trial was Congunm dt ii ct & heut la a, or by a new ohe. =. 
In jorgici. (Ct iis ooh, eic het WETE ac CU ere u ed . 
for Jonic.liu,g inunviel 3 ler chatees brougut whieGly „Saint 
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them. But in the late conference, after the brethren had de- 
bated near an hour, it was determined that I was trying them. 
Now I aſk have we either law or -precedent, ſiuce the ex- 
iſlence of meihodiſm to countenance this new proceſs? If 
we have no, then the greateil part of the trial was without 
law, as no new law has been enatied on the occaſion, 
An open trial by J.:ry woul have bega as much according 
to the preſent exiting rults of the connexion, as my trial 
was. By obſtinit:iy refuling an honourable trial many ſuſ- 
cions arc raiſed; amd nid | been ever ſo gailiy, our ſens 

ſible friend cant ot be r conciicd io fach a proceſs. Every 
man that vaiues the privilege of an Engliſhman, muſt be diſ- 
ſaush-q with ſuch a rial. | 

4. I: rs ety to diſcern the canſe of my condemnation, 
Wnat I have „ruten, with the N= »caltle addteſs &c. dil- 
covered many evils in our convexon, as it reters to the. 
rules of dileiptine, and the power f the Preachers, It is 
the cauſe of ine people I have been pleading ;. and on-that 
accouni I am expeidled. The leading Preacjiers were con- 
ſcigus, if J were continued, iN40V large ecięt es Would con- 
lider it as the effect of fear; ard ineretoie, they reſalved to 
ule teir power 1a calting me old, du owers might land in 
awe. f 

5. Mary things I am called to endure in this ſeaſon of 
PELLCEuiVN, While we vere in London, 1..me of the 
Preactiers gave it out that I was deranged 3 aniiheretore, 
my couduct nig et be attributed to inſaniiy. Since the con- 
f ence, one of them ina lag, twwrr, tinned in a |-aders 
meeting, luat I waz ſabject to luuacy. Ihe Jews taid of 
tie Lord Jetis, * He is mad aid hain a devii, why hear ye 
bun?” le lervant 15 not above bis Io. M-ny th.ngs 
equaily falle, have been Ciculated hiough tue nauon, 
Ine ſcilbes aud piartfces tous tne aue meihon to ruin he 
char..cier ui our bi-fſ.d Redet met. A tew of the preac ers 
W h d accu nom princip.e, aid .cuce vourcd io tl in 
red; g gfieVaiices, wave Leen cebit d aud 701 to ved by 
ther biethien at inal ur olfairs. 1 was 's gv+'9 deal 
arp cd Oo hid Mai.y P sacher- enter 10 LE conference, 
aid j91nihg iy CC 1 20 CO, MLA, Were I to 
vubalh exttacis of Luci Icuers Wit their ames, their con- 
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duft would appear unfavourable. The ſear of man brought plac 
a ſnare to many of them, Others were perſuaded to be- The 
lieve, if che regulations we plead for were adopted, they prea 
would be brought into a pitiful flate, I have no doubt, 1 
but when they think ſeriouſly on the ſubject, they will de agai 
of > different mind; and will be grieved at their having riſen Po 
up in my condemnation, . at p 
Several preachers have declared, I had ſome baſe ſelfiſh tha 
end in view, when I wrote the Progreſs of Liberty. Hal join 
I left the connexion, and then publiſhed thac pamphlet, . 
there wauld have been room for ſuſpicion. But being in that 
an advantageous ſituation, and hazardirg my all at the ſtake, any 
without making the leait proviſion for my ſeſt and family, had 
in caſe I ſhould be expelled ; refuſing ſeveral good offers. is 


that have been made me, and determining to wait this year |} | oo 
to ſee what the preachers and people will do, are at leait * preac 
preſumptive proofs, not only that no baſe motive influenced $- 5 = 
my conduct in this matter, but of my fincere love to the We he ade 
Connexion. | : Fs MT circul 
6. There is a ſtrange cry gone forth, that were the 


; © onda 
grievances redteſſed we complain of, and our people ad- has { 


miitcd to a ſhare in the government, our affairs would be WW there 
-thrown into the hands of a few rich truſtees, leaders, ſtew- W calcul 
ards, and private friends. They would regulate our doc. our p 
trine and diſcipline; and the preachers would be their ll. ves. = derſta 
Is there any argument in declarations of this nature? Does WW them. 

the plan we ſuggeſt naturally lead to this? We think it * pollib 
would have a contrary influence. It would give every per- * z they 
ſon a proper place in the ſociety; and mutual love, and mu- Ough 
tual confidence would crown the wholc, 


; : ted 5 
I would ſeriouſly aſk, is not our connexion now in a great . e 
meaſure governed by preachers that are rich when compared I ic 
with molt of ther brethren 4 Out of the ten or twelve, that re M 
= cincfly manage our affaire, is there no! a majority, that 1175 * tie lik 
men of iortuue, by marriage, &c. 7 Do not ihele men 3. * inquit) 
themielves every year in the richeſt circuits in I wcans 
wie their income, all things confidered, is ncar n i. the pre 
what many preaches have in mall poor circuits, where they =... 


are but litilg at home ? Confidering their forcunes, aud heir =. yolu 
advamageous Circuits, there is as much difference * | 
| c 


11 


their circumſtances, and thoſs of their brethren in' other 
places, as there is between many rettors and poor curates, 
Ine pevple fee this aud are aſtoniſhed. Many of the 
preachers, de: ply ſerious, grieve on account of it. I am 
not ſurprized thit this ſelect few ſhould cry out ſo horribly 
againſt me, They are conſcious, were the plan we plead 
for eſtabliſhed. they could not enjoy all the privileges they 
at preſent poſſeſs. But it appears amazing!y ltrange, that 
thoſe preachers that groan beneath this inequality, ſhould. 
join theſe men ſeeking my expulſion, while they ſubmit io 
let their own rights he invaded every year. God forbid 
that I ſhould throw out any hint here to the diſadvantage of 
any worthy charater,——At the ſame time, God forbid that I 
{ſhould be afraid of crying out againſt the ſteps of any, who, 
10 the diſadvantage of their brechren, monopolize the belt 
circuits, and exerciſe undue power over a number of the 
1 preachers, and the people. 8 

= 7. To keep ali things ſecure, the leading men in our con- 
A  vexion have ellabliſheq a law, that no preacher ſhall print or 
S circulate any thing among our people, but what is examined 
Aud approved of by the book committee, This committee 
has ſeveral of the leading preachers in it; and therefore 
there is no probabiluy of any ching being circulated, that 18 
calculated to invade their rights. Many preachers cry out, 
our people in general are ſo ignorant, that they cannot. un- 
= derſtand theſe ſubjetts, It wou'd hurt their ſouls to couſider 
& them, They ought to be kept from their notice as much as 
=”, pofhible, &c. Is it to our honour and their reproach, if 
they are ignorant of what concerns their welfare as a body 
Ought they not to know how their own affairs are conduc= 
ted? Would it hurt their ſouls to become acquainted wih 


” — 


| 
i 
— 
7 
; 
' 
7 
} 
; 
" 
| 
_ 
x 


3 the things that are eſſentially connetted with methodiim? 

Is it not amazingly altoniſhing, that a law ſhould paſs in 

te Methodilt conference in this enlightened age, to crawp | 

"© tie liberty of the preis, and to keep our people from tree 4 

8 * Inquiry ? Ts not that caule in a pitiful ate that requires fuch il 
©  wcars to ſupport it? Is it not very ſurprizing, that many of 


& the preachers, who have formerly declarea chemſclves ad- 
=  vocaes for religious liberty, ſhouid bow their necks to ſuch 
© -1 yoke? Would it not have been more to the honour of 
4.8 | = their 
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Heir chara ders to have ventured their all at the flake, than 


to have ſubmiued io ſuch a rule P If they had met with my 5 pe! 


ſocieties and congregations, after fully invenigaung ch, 
Matter, conclude, that my expulſion is accoiding to | 3 


word of God, I hall ſubmit: and if ſpared till another cou, 


ſclen g 
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fate, would not their minds have been more happy, thau pet 
they are now in ſubmitting to ſuch puiful arts of Auman po- ret 
licy, and prieftly uniformity ? | | qui 
8. We ought by no means to think i. ſtrange that many all 
of he preachers and others, ſhould violently oppoſe a refor- Re 
mation among us, Hillory informs us, that perſecution has F 
always been the lot of thoſe who ſought to redreſs grievau- a 
ces, either in church or flate, If the people are reſolved on 
obtaining their juſt rights, oppoſition and commotion will ; 1 
run high agaiuſt them from thoſe, who wiſh to re ain undue "T2 
power and influence. It is a happy circumſtance for our 244 
people, that the deed of declaration is good for nothing ; add, 
and that all the houſes fixed on the conference plau are ablo- "I 
lutely in the hands of their reſpettive tuſtees. Nothing“ Page 
cau make us a diſtinct people iu the eye of the la w, but an this 
att of parliament, In conſequence of this, the preachers W e 
have no power over any houte but by the ſufferance of the obſe 
truſtees, Lei us be thankful to God for this unſp:akable F4.9 28 | 
mercy. Whilſt we ſtrive lawfully to obtain our juit rights, my 
let us never forget the one thing needful. But let us by) ms 
fervant. earneſt prayer, in the diligent uſe of the ordinances len 
of God, ſeck holuieſs and conformity to him; then even in t 
this conflict, we ſhall march on in our way to eternal happi- Preac 
neſs, Whiie ve remember, that if we faint in the day of, n th. 
adveiſuy, our ſlrength is but ſmall; let us bear in mind,, wit ho 
that. we jhall reap im due time, if we faint not. 8 will H 
9. As une conference returned me no anlwer to that part {2 co 
of one of my letters, which requeſſed to kuow whether 0 * The 
not. they. expellel me from the local preachers and ſociety 1 triet n 
as. well as from their body, I intend to preach thus ea o wh 
where there is an open dour, be es 
In concluding, I firſt commend my. cauſe to the living app 
God, not doubting of his willingneſs uo dirett my iteps, aug it the 
to help to the end, Talio chearfully recommend my caſe c come 
the people b.lunging to the methodiſf connex:on, It ou lerious 
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ference is paſſ d, ſh ill then 1cek a ſuitable ſituation for my 
family, But if they coaich:de, I have been unjuſily ex- 
pelled tor pleading :heir cauſe, and take ſuch iteps (to- 
gethar with the preachers that will then be delirous of 1ny 
return) fr my roitvration, as the i.ature of the {ubjett re- 
quires, I have no dot t bui God will dirett their way, and 
all will end in his glory, and in ine fututre proſperity ot the 
Redeemer's K:igdom, | | 


; Nottingham, 23 Aug. 1796. 


N. B. I have juſt ſeen the minutes of the conference, 
ip which it is aſked, who have deſiſted from travelling this 
year? — A, Kilham, Queric : Ovght they not to have 
added, becauſe he could not help it, an account of his being 
expelledꝰ For an anſwer to what they have ſaid in gifl, 


page of the minutes, [refer the reader tothe 45 & 46 pages of 


this pamphlet. — Several things, in due time, will be candid- 


5 1 ;y examined which are found in them. I would only juſt 
| obſerve here, that by detailing the yearly collettivn, accord- 


ing to the ſubſcptions of the difterent circuits, they have 
made it 9561. 158. 2d. more than it was laſt year, 


* This is-a great myſleiy, when it is known that many 
circuits gave leſs this year than formerlye Why are 
not the other collections detailed in the ſame way? If no 


Preacher be to come out to travel without being mentioned 
in the quarterly meeting, may he not be mentioned there, 
without any benefit being obtained by it, as the Preachers 


© , will have power in the diſtritt meeting and in the conference 
do counteract any thing that quarterly meetings propoſe ? 
© The conference this year has ſet aſide the deciſions of diſ- 
© tritt meetings in ſeveral inſtances, and will they always agree 


o what quarierly meeungs mention P—Ought that part of 
the cules , 


it the marry again; but it her fgcond huſband die, ſhe is (0 


N * come into full pay again | ] Mary things elſe will require 
hs 1 : > f | 


lerious 1nvelligation, 


FINIS. 
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* or the Preacheis fund to be over-looked, which 
= appoints a Preacher's widow to be on half pay allowance, 
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The Reader will be kind encugh to correct the ſollowing 
(or any other) miſtakes Which were principally oecaſioned 
by extraordinary hafle, | 


3 page, 11 line, after firft ſtood add up. | 
24 7 — fur indemnify me- read indemnify bim. 
24 20 — for ſpuch——— read ſuch. 

27 — 23 — for 464i,——fcad 41. 
29 —— 20 — for principles——-—rezd privileges. 
JO — 18 — after ſubmitted to———add his. 
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„ be: .conprrIONS,. „%% Ed 1 wn 34, 244 


ay, © i 1 
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Pr Fe a, contain ; an „ of 1 | 
at Freeman's leftter-the. minutes of the Aberdeen diftrig, ©; 
meeting—Progreſs.of Liberty —Candid-:examination of the 

London Methadiftical.Bull, &. As alſo; abridgemzna.and, 
extracts from. M - Longridge? s Conciliatory Eſfay, and many 
oiher . pamphieis- and printed letters. — A great. number f 


original pieces will appeur in it, highly intereſting to the 


connexion. With. extracts from _ various addreſſes to the en” 
conference, which have been ſent from {everal Places, lince, ES he. 


the death. of Mr. Weſley. 


au Every thing will be a Wat Ys 40 es 0 2 
poſſible; that has a tendency. to irritate or inflame. And no- 
thing will be allowed to citculate in this work, but What ia 


calculated to be of ſervice to the different fodietienc. 


3. Every. number will contain 42 full.charged 3 wy 


pages good paper, and a good ty pe-—The. Ne will be 
comprized, af poſſibie, in 16, and noc exceeding 20 numbers, 
3 peoce each, to be paid at the time of delivery. It is re- 


queſted that no perſons will ſubſcribe, but thoſe; who . A 


to continuè t ill the work is completed. 


4. The firſt number will be publiſhed abou. the mide * 
of October, and the reſt will come out three weeks after 
each Aber. Subſcribers are requeſted to give in their names 
as ſoon as poſfible. Subſcriptions will be taken in by Mr. 
Mutgatroyd, Chiſwell-{treet, London; Mr. Edwards, 


Broad fireet, Briſtol ; Mr. Peat, 'Temple-ftreet, Birming 


ham.; Mr, Sut on, Bridlefmith-gaie, Nottingham; and by : 


the perſons that diſpoſe'of this Tria], and others, in Ply- 


mouth-Dock, 78 Cheſler, Liverpool, 9 


— 


Leeds, &c. Kc. &d. 
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IE; Hexidt.. * They will provide a rich variety of matter. My 
{SE nce will be to arrange and prepare it for the Prefs. 
1 Fans the help of traveling and loca Preachers of Trul- 
: tees, Leaders; Stewards; and private Members of the ſocictys. | 
And ſhall thankfully. receive ihe ſentimems of -perſons of 
every denomination, oc the ſubjeA which thiswork: wilt 
be confined t. 2 * 
: The eee f. oſ a Poblictsion of Maha 7 refs | 
"WY able body of people, cannot be eſlimated It will 
. citculation of ſentiments between the ſocieties, Bos woe 
: der the mitence of N ob 2 be 4 {ervies 10 
DP M. B ls any * e where the Trials ace ranked, apply 
| to Mos DOD, ry * , Novieghaate.... 1 8 AY 
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© BERSONS * ry ta 3 81 W hs 
a of their on ß The . ben been're- 
ched repeatedly, ſor not: attending io the different parts- 
= ene eng and examininy — by the Wor of 
Sod. May the time palt office, rein we have given ors 
Ales for reflections on our condutt upon this head. 3.70 
By tho deſire of © very reſpe Qtable perſons in many large 
ue, 1 have . i wat I expett the der of 
_ ſeveral ſerious ſenſibſe friends, d dient parte of the con- 


